Velká Británie -  obchodní příležitosti v oblasti

                             DOPRAVY  - zvláště  DOPRAVNÍ INFRASTRUKTURY

Poznámka na úvod:

Účelem tohoto dokumentu je průběžně informovat české podnikatelské subjekty o připravovaných obchodních příležitostech v oblasti dopravy (zejm. železničního a tramvajového hardware) s delším časovým předstihem než je vydán příslušný tendr. Vzhledem ke krátkosti času na předložení tendrové nabídky je potřebné se na avizované velké tendry dlouhodoběji připravovat na roli kontraktora či subkontraktora. Tendr je pak veřejně přístupný na webových stránkách GB:

 (http://www.tendersdirect.co.uk/default.aspx)

a EU:

(http://ted.europa.eu/Exec?Template=TED/homepage.htm&DataFlow=hRead.dfl&hpt=ALL&StatLang=CS).

Tento dokument je průběžně doplňován o informace získané z jednání v GB, z odborného tisku a z dalších zdrojů. V první části dokumentu naleznete informace obecné. Ve druhé části jsou informace o konkrétních tendrech a dalších obchodních příležitostech. Nejnovější informace (proti předchozí verzi) jsou na začátku každé části tohoto dokumentu a navíc zvýrazněny červenou barvou.

Jsme přesvědčeni, že dokument doplňovaný za delší časové období podá cenný obraz o chronologickém vývoji  některých zásadních projektů vyvíjejících se často i několik let. Znalost celého vývoje je často důležitá pro tvorbu obchodní strategie a tvorbu samotných  nabídek. 

Jelikož zejména pro menší a střední podniky je největší šance uplatnit se v roli subdodavatele, podáváme zde také informace o největších  subjektech operujících na GB trhu a získávajících zakázky v předmětné oblasti. 

Při aktualizacích dokumentu spolupracujeme s našim anglickým spolupracovníkem p. Bartosikem a proto jsou informace v angličtině (a tedy v autentické podobě). 

1/  Obecné informace:

1.1.
GB  SYSTÉM ŽELEZNIC 

Railways in the UK 

Overview:

In the year 2000, the government published its plans for transport up to 2010. The aims are to reduce congestion, better integrate and, give a wider choice of reliable, quicker and safer travel options to passengers and business. Public and private spending was outlined at £180 billion. The ‘Future of Transport’ white paper published in 2004 goes further in detailing the improvements for the next 30 years with investment to be extended up to 2015. With respect to railways the 2004 paper highlights the need to bring spending under control, better project management, increase reliability and, concentrate investment on where it will benefit most.    

Who runs the railways?
Network Rail is a non-profit making private limited company authorised by the Department of Transport to oversee the delivery of a modern railway network in Great Britain with emphasis on safety, efficiency and reliability. It is the owner and operator of the national railways infrastructure. Network Rail’s main tasks are to replace and maintain track for normal and high speed trains, improve and maintain infrastructure such as bridges, signals, stations and level crossings and, improve safety by among other things improving communications. In the period 2009–2014 Network Rail will have a budget of £35 billion to spend on station refurbishments, new track and signals and line upgrades. In 2005–2006 Network Rail received £3.7 billion funding from the government for railway investment. It laid x kms of track. The body which oversees Network Rail is the Office of Rail Regulation (ORR). The ORR’s primary role is to ‘regulate Network Rail’s stewardship of the national rail network’. The railways in Northern Ireland are publicly owned and cooperate with the other national public transport providers under the umbrella of the company Translink. Apart from Northern Ireland the actual train services, both passenger and freight, in the rest of the UK are run by private companies under a francise licence from the government.

Passenger Transport:

· In October 2006, there are 10 groups operating 21 passenger franchise services in England, Wales and Scotland. 

· In Northern Ireland the train service is run by Northern Ireland Railways. 

· There are 33,600 kilometres (21,000 miles) of track in GB and 337.6 Kilometres (211 miles) in Northern Ireland. 

· The track size between GB and NI is also different: the standard size in GB is 1435mm (4 foot 8½ inches) and in Northern Ireland is 1600mm (5 foot 3 inches). The difference in the size is due to historical reasons when the railways were first built. 

· In GB there are 2500 railway stations of which Network Rail directly run 18 (the rest are run by the railway companies). 

· In 2007 there were 1.2 billion passenger journeys made a rise of 7.1 percent over 2006. In 2005–2006, there were 1,082 billion passenger journeys made this compared with 2004–2005 - 1,045 billion which shows an increase of 37 million (3.6 percent) and is in line with the constant and steady increase in the use of rail by the public.
 

· The largest increase in passenger journeys in 2005–2006 was in the long distance sector where 89 million compared to 84 million in 2004–2005 were taken, an increase of 6.9 percent. 

· Total passenger revenue received by rail companies in 2005–2006 was £4,493,000 and is up £335 million (8 percent) from 2004–2005 (£4,158,000).
 And as above the largest revenue increase was in the long distance sector showing an increase of 9.8 percent from £1,465,000 to £1,609,000.
 

Scotland: Transport Scotland is the national transport agency responsible for transport issues in Scotland. It is accountable to Scottish Ministers and is part of the Scottish Executive’s Department of Enterprise, Transport and Lifelong Learning. In Scotland, the main franchisee is the company First ScotRail however two other companies run services from England and Wales – Virgin and GNER. 

Although included in the figures above a separate breakdown can be given for Scotland. 

·  75.13 million passenger journeys were made in 2005 – 2006, (in 2004-2005 – 68.74 million with two thirds made on services supported by the Strathclyde Partnership for Transport –Glasgow area),

· Revenue in 2004-2005 was £233 million

· there are 344 passenger stations and 118 freight only stations,  

· 2736 kilometers of track of which 639 kms are electrified

Northern Ireland

The company responsible for rail is Northern Ireland Rail. It is part of an umbrella body called ‘Translink’ which brings together all the public service sectors of transport.

· 7.7 million passenger journeys were made in 2005-2006, (6.9 million in 2004-2005),

· Revenue in 2005-2006 was £18,637,000

· there are 22 stations on the network,

· 337.6 kilometers of track 

Freight: - (goods lifted without distance being applied)

There are 4 companies which carry rail freight in Great Britain. 

· 103.9 million tones were lifted in 2005-2006 (coal 54.5, other goods 49.4)

· 101.9 million tones were lifted in 2004-2005 (coal 51.7, other goods 50.2)

· 2004: total freight lifted in GB by all methods:                2123.7 million tonnes

                rail and HGV                                                             1838.3 million tonnes

                      rail market share    rail and HGV – 5.1%; overall 4.5% 

· 2003: total freight lifted in GB by all methods:                 2087.3 million tones

                 rail and HGV                                                              1731.4 million tones

                 rail market share     rail and HGV – 5.1%; overall 4.2% (approx 94.3 million tones)

· No freight has been moved by rail in Northern Ireland since 2003

  Investment 

· government support/grants to the rail industry: 2005-2006 - £4.6 billion; 
                                                                                  2004-2005 - £3.8 billion 
· investment in the rail industry:                           2005-2006 - £3.7 billion 

                                                                                  2004-2005 - £5.5 billion

· grants to rail freight firms:                                  2005-2006 - £26 million

                                                                                  2004-2005 - £23 million

Links: 

Network Rail – http://www.networkrail.co.uk/
Transport for London - http://www.tfl.gov.uk/
UK Rail Associated Businesses - http://www.rail.co.uk/ukrail/railasso/railassc.htm
Further information on light rail and road pricing down below

2/   Obchodní příležitosti

March 2011
Railway Materials – Transport for London

2 March

Source: publictenders.net

Value: between GBP10 million and 14 million
Transport for London is seeking the supply of track parts and accessories for Transport for London group companies, to include rail keys, rail clips, rail pads, insulators, specialist track fixtures and fittings, packings, insulated tools and other associated items. The deadline for receipt of tenders or requests to participate is 8.04.2011 at 12.00. Contact details for further information: Ms Louise Drury, Transport for London, 81 – 87 High Holborn, London WC1V 6NU, email materialsprocurementstrategy@tfl.gov.uk
http://www.publictenders.net/tender/95612
Timber Products for Transport for London (London Underground)

2 March

Source: publictenders.net

Value: between GBP 1.5 million and 2 million

Transport for London is seeking a supplier of timber products for its group of companies. Items to include rail sleepers, crossing timbers, blocks and other associated items. The deadline for receipt of tenders or requests to participate is 8.04.2011 at 12.00. Contact details for further information: Ms Louise Drury, Transport for London, 81 – 87 High Holborn, London WC1V 6NU, email materialsprocurementstrategy@tfl.gov.uk
http://www.publictenders.net/tender/95611
Machine Component Parts – Transport for London

2 March
Source: publictenders.net

Value: between GBP20 million and 24 million

Transport for London is seeking the supply and manufacture of machine component parts, precision engineering, coded welded fabrication and assemblies to be produced from drawings, specifications or samples using materials from standard engineering steels, castings, aluminium specialist alloys and titanium. Supply of bright, black, carbon and alloy steel in various shapes. Metal casting including tooling repair. The deadline for the receipt of tenders or request to participate is 8.04.2011. Contact details for further information: Ms Arlene Edwards, Transport for London, 81 – 87 High Holborn, London WC1V 6NU, email materialsprocurementstrategy@tfl.gov.uk
http://www.publictenders.net/tender/95610
Rail Track Overhead Line Electrification
1 March
Source: CompeteFor

Opportunity Title: Rail Track OHLE Logistics Partner
Volkerrail (Grant Rail) has a major rail infrastructure project coming up. They wish to prequalify partners for this project. They require an appropriately experienced organisation for the supply, install and commissioning of a proprietary direct fixed track system. This is a partnership notice and as such if Volkerrail are not successful in securing the original contract they will not be in a position to take on partners. The deadline to respond to this CompeteFor notice is 22.04.2011. To see and respond to this tender and all others you must be registered on CompeteFor which is free and quite a simple process  
http://www.volkerrail.co.uk
http://www.competefor.com
Rail Parts Tender

1 March
Source: publictenders.net

London Underground company Tube Lines Ltd has issued an expression of interest tender for equipment to be used on Piccadilly line underground trains. The company is looking for a company to undertake the design and supply of approximately 2,500 door control valves for use on the existing Piccadilly line rolling stock of the London Underground Network. The deadline for receipt of tenders or requests to participate is 13.03.2011. Contact details for further information: Sebastian Golby-Meek, Tube Lines Ltd, 15 Westferry Circus, Canary Wharf, London E14 4HD (0044 207 0886355 email: sebastian.golbymeek@tubelines.com
 http://www.publictenders.net/tender/95464
February 2011

Contract Award to Siemens
28 February

Source: publictenders.net

It has been officially announced that Siemens have won the tender to build new high speed rolling stock for the train company Eurostar.

http://www.publictenders.net/tender/94799
Rail Goods Supply

17 February

Source: publictenders.net

Type: Rail

Subject: Electrical Installations for Railways

Announced: 16 February 2011

Value: between GBP1.5 and 3 million

Description: Network Rail requires the supply of refurbished ARC Chutes for 660v/750v DC high speed circuit breaker/breakers (power disconnection device/devices used on third (3rd) rail railway applications). To include replacement and disposal of asbestos material components. The deadline for requesting documents is 21.02.2011. Tender documents or requests to participate should be submitted by 08.03.2011. Contact details for further information: Tom McCarthy, Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd, 100 Wharfside Street, Birmingham B1 1RT, email: tom.mccarthy@networkrail.co.uk 

http://www.publictenders.net/tender/93876
Birmingham Tram Tender

10 February

Source: publictenders.net

Type: Transport

Subject: Midland Metro Tram Procurement

Announced: 09.02.2011

Value: Unspecified

Description: The West Midland Passenger Transport Executive is seeking procurement of 19 trams for their service between Birmingham city centre and Wolverhampton a distance of km. The existing fleet of Ansaldo Breda T69s, in service since 1999, will be gradually replced with the new trams. Along with the trams spares, pats, specialist equipment and tooling will be required. The time limit to request the documents is 23.03.2011 at 12.00 and the deadline for the receipt of tenders or requests to participate is 30.03.2011 at 12.00. Tenders or requests to tender must be sent via the e tendering website:  www.wmcoe.bravosolution.co.uk Contact details for further information: Paul Norman, West Midlands Passenger Transport Executive (Centro), 16 Summer Lane, Birmingham B19 3SD (0044 121 214 7040 email: paulnorman@centro.org.uk Further information in the following link
http://www.publictenders.net/tender/92936
January 2011

Tramlink Tram Tender

31 January

Source: publictenders.net

The London Transport affiliate company Croydon Tramlink which runs a tram service in south-east London is looking to procure either 10 new or second hand tram vehicles (to be converted to run on the Tramlinks Network). The trams and maintenance would run for a period of not less than 10 years and not more than 20 years. The vehicles would primarily be used on a new service to be run on the Tramslink Network for which 5 sets of trams will be required. It is anticipated that the trams will run for a minimum of 12 hours per day and up to 75,000 kms per year. The deadline for receipt of tenders or requests to participate is 21 February 2011 at 12.00. Contact point for further information: Ms Lilian 
Ellwood, Thameslink Croydon Ltd, Coomber Lane CR0 4TQ, (0044 207 1262508 email: lilianellwood@tfl.gov.uk 

It looks like suppliers will have to register on the Transport for London dedicated suppliers website which is:  eprocurement.tfl.gov.uk/epps/home.do
Further information in the following link

http://www.theconstructionindex.co.uk/tenders/index/view/ref/2011%7CS%2020-032476/previous/page-1-keyword--country--mainactivity--status-
Crossrail Stations Expressions of Interests
18 January

Source: Crossrail

Crossrail has announced that it has issued a notice asking for expressions of interest from construction companies for extensive works on 4 of the new Crossrail stations in central London (there will be 6 in total: Paddington and Farringdon stations are the other two). The stations in question are: Bond Street, Tottenham Court Road, Liverpool Street and Whitechapel. The total value of the station works comes to approximately GBP1.5 billion

· C412 Bond Street station GBP200 million

· C422 Tottenham Court Road station GBP200 million

· C502 Liverpool Street station GBP375 million

· C512 Whitechapel station GBP250 million

http://www.crossrail.co.uk/news/press-releases/15bn-station-tender-process-fully-underway-for-construction-crossrail-central-london-stations
Crossrail Paddington Station Shortlist Confirmed

18 Janaury

Source: Crossrail

Crossrail have issued the shortlist of contracts from which they will pick one to undertake the GBP250 million of the Paddington Crossrail station. The station will be underneath the existing station and will be completely new. The Crossrail line will run from Maidenhead in Berkshire, have a spur line to Heathrow Airport, go underneath central London and then diverge into two lines one to Abbey Wood in Kent and the other into Shenfield in Essex.

The shortlisted contractors/consortiums are:

· Costain and Skanska

· BAM Nuttall, Ferrovial Agroman, Kier Construction

· Laing O’Rourke and Strabag

· Carillion Construction Ltd

· Balfour Beatty, Morgan Sindall and Vinci

There is one more station, Farringdon which a tender has gone out for but which has no firms shortlisted as yet.

All the central London stations will have a consistant design but will have certain things which will differentiate them. As Crossrail has an element of public funding price will be as important as all other elements associated with a tender to supply. A lot of Crossrail supply for goods and services will be advertised on the competeFor website. If is free to register and find tenders on the website but to bid for a contract other elements such as publishing your accounts will be necessary.

 http://www.crossrail.co.uk/news/press-releases/15bn-station-tender-process-fully-underway-for-construction-crossrail-central-london-stations
http://www.theconstructionindex.co.uk/news/contract-news/five-on-crossrails-paddington-station-shortlist
December 2010
Crossrail Train Carriage Tender

3 December

Source: 

The Crossrail company announced an OJEU tender on 1 December 2010 for the 600 carriages required for Crossrail (60 trains). Along with the carriages a light maintenance depot is to be built at Old Oak Common in London. One of the stipulations is that whoever wins the contract to build both the trains and the depot will have to find the financing to do so. The contract is worth at least GBP 1 billion.
http://www.crossrail.co.uk/news/press-releases/crossrail-moves-forward-with-major-train-depot-contract-1
http://www.supplymanagement.com/news/2010/crossrail-launches-train-procurement-programme/
November 2010
Transport Minister 

25 November

Source: Department of Transport
The UK Department of Transport issued a statement that it will be investing GBP 8 billion in the UK´s rail transport infrastructure. This is confirming what had been agreed by the previous government as works that the central government would fund. The works that will continue or have been sanctioned are: 
(1) Thameslink:  project upgrading a north-south rail line running through London. The project includes the rebuilding of three of London’s main railway stations – London Bridge, Farringdon Station and Blackfriars. There will be a new approach built into Kings Cross Main Line Station. Other building work which has already been started involves the lengthening of station platforms. New trains will be procured for the Thameslink line and at present there are two preferred bidders for the contract of 1,200 new carriages, the bidders are Siemens and Bombardier. 
(2) Several lines will be electrified: London Paddington to Oxford, Didcot and Newbury(this is expected to be completed by 2016), Liverpool to Manchester, Blackpool to Preston, Manchester to Preston and Huyton to Wigan (routes to be completed between 2013 and 2016). 

(3) The electrification of the Great Western Main Line has yet to be decided but is expected to cost GBP600 million if agreed.

(4) In total there will be approximately 2,100 new rail carriages procured. This includes those for Thameslink and Crossrail and for other rail operators. 

(5) The purchase of trains for the Intercity Express Programme has not yet been decided. The original contract had been given to a consortium led by Hitachi but this is now being reconsidered by the new government. It will be decided whether the trains will be all electric which will be fitted with underfloor diesel generators or electric trains which will have a completely new diesel engine coupled and will be used on track that has not been electrified.    http://nds.coi.gov.uk/clientmicrosite/Content/Detail.aspx?ClientId=202&NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=416742&SubjectId=36
October 2010
Network Rail Birmingham New Street Work Packages

27 October

Source: Network Rail

The latest list of Packages being let by Network Rail was announced on 4 October and is included in the attached link. Some of the work has already been let but there are many packages which have not. It is suggested that any interested parties keep checking the Network Rail/Birmingham New Street New Start websites.

http://www.newstreetnewstart.co.uk/living--working/supplier-opportunities.aspx
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/browse%20documents/Restricted/Projects/NewStreet/Birmingham%20New%20Street%20Anticipated%20Packages%20of%20Work.pdf
UK Spending Review Transport Announcements
22 October

Source: Department of Transport

The UK government spending review includes a number of transport infrastructure projects which will be funded by central government. The general areas in which funding has been set aside include: 
· Crossrail 

· Major station upgrades (Reading redevelopment, Birmingham New Street, Gatwick Airport, London Kings Cross), 
· High Speed Rail plan development, 
· Improvements on sections of the UK rail network. 
On a local level the Midland Metro tram network in Birmingham will be extended and new trams procured, Liverpool will get a new bridge called the Mersey Gateway Bridge, a new access will be built into Leeds central station, the upgrades to the Tyne and Wear metro system will continue and two new lines will be added to the Nottingham Tram Network. The Intercity Express train programme (Hitachi given the contract to build the trains) is currently on hold and an announcement will be made in the near future. The future procurement of rolling stock for Thameslink and the electrification of the West Coast mainline between London and Wales will depend on this decision as there is an inter- connection between the two.     

Tram Extension and Replacement

21 October

Source:

The UK Department of Transport announced that funding has been allocated to the Birmingham Midland Metro tram extension project. The tram system, which already runs from Wolverhampton to Birmingham, will be extended into the centre of Birmingham. The funding will also cover the cost of replacing the trams. The company which is in charge of the tram service is called Centro.
http://www.newstreetnewstart.co.uk/construction-progress/latest-news/trams-coming-to-new-street-station.aspx
September 2010

New London Underground Framework Contractors

27 September

Source: 

Transport for London has announced the framework contractors who have been chosen to deliver various types of works on the underground network for the next three to five years. The work will be carried out on the following lines: Circle, District, Hammersmith and City, Metropolitan, Bakerloo and Victoria lines.

The contractors are:

General Building Work – Cleshar Contract Service, KN Network Services, Livis, Thorntask and Volker Fitzpatrick

Railway Information Services – Atkins, Installation Project Services, Siemens, Telent Technology Services, Trescray Services LLP

Electrical Works – Griffen Group, KN Network Services, McNicolas Construction Services, M J Quinn Integrated Services, Thorntask

Fire Prevention – MITIE Technical Facilities Management, M J Quinn Integrated Services, 

Plumbing Works – Enterprise Managed Services, Hollywell Building Services,  MITIE Technical Facilities Management, M J Quinn Integrated Services, Morson International/Magnolia Air UK

The total value of the contracts are GBP320 million

 http://www.constructionenquirer.com/2010/09/27/320m-tube-station-upgrade-packages-awarded/
London Midland Train Company

15 September

Source: Publictenders

The following link is a notice of what the London & Birmingham Railway Company (also know as London Midland) will be procuring in their next period of stock buying in 2010/2011. London Midland participates in the rail industry’s product qualification scheme which is manages by Achilles/Link-Up. There are a large number of items on the list.

http://www.publictenders.net/tender/74949
Leeds Trolleybus on Hold

10 September

Source: New Generation Transport

The company in charge of the trolleybus scheme in Leeds has announced that the project has been put on temporary hold for the moment. They are waiting until they find out what will happen to their funding for the scheme in the UK government Annual Budget Review in November 2010.  
Locomotives rather than EMUs

1 September
Source: The Financial Times

The Financial Times has reported that the Department of Transport is considering purchasing new electric locomotives rather than the GBP7.5 billion new Hitachi Super Express Trains. According to the paper Department of Transport officials have been talking to the train leasing companies about the possibility of acquiring these locomotives. It was also mentioned that Bombardier are being considered as a reserve bidder. The DfT will make an announcement regarding their decision on the Hitachi Super Express Train in October   

August 2010
Crossrail London

18 August

Source: Crossrail

Crossrail, the GBP16 billion project creating a rail link under London from West to East has provided information on how to procure some of the work and supplies needed. Crossrail has highlighted the fact that many pieces of work and products requied will be advertised on the CompeteFor website http://www.competefor.com where the subcontractor or supplier can upload their details. This is a public project so the list of contractors who have won work so far has to be published. Also included on the list are the jobs for which they will be advertising work for (click on the current opportunities link).

http://www.crossrail.co.uk/supply/current-opportunities
The Crossrail suppliers guide is a useful way to find out how contracts will be given and what the method of supplying or sub-contracting will be.

http://www.crossrail.co.uk/supply/how-we-are-buying
Edinburgh – Glasgow Railway Line

13 August

Source: Builder and Engineer

Network Rail have awarded up to GBP10 million worth of contracts for work on the Edinburgh Glasgow Improvements Programme. This first tranch of work on the project has been awarded to Carillion to electrify a tunnel section on the Edinburgh Glasgow line. Some of the work on this particular project will include realignment of tracks, tunnel wall repairs and overhead powerlines. This is part of a GBP1 billion scheme to improve rail transport in Scotland’s central belt which will include the electrification of 350 km of track.

http://www.builderandengineer.co.uk/news/scotland/network-rail-awards-contracts-for-edinburgh-glasgow-improvements-programme-5754.html
Trains for Crossrail

6 August
Source: Crossrail News

Crossrail News has announced that Crossrail Ltd will soon be in a position to begin their search for a supplier of new trains for the Crossrail network. The order will be for 63 new electric train sets which will be 200 meters long. The pre qualification process is expected to begin in the first quarter of 2011.

 http://www.crossrail.co.uk/
Crossrail – Bond Street Station

5 August

Source: Crossrail

Transport for London (TFL) has awarded the joint venture Costain/Laing O’Rourke a GBP 300 million contract to renovate Bond Street underground station. The project will enable the station to take the extra passengers expected from the new Crossrail development which will see a new deep tunnel rail line being built under the existing station. The works which this JV will undertake include building a new entrance and increased capacity ticket hall; new escalators; creating additional access routes within the station for the new and existing train lines; other associated works. These are Tier 1 contracts public contracts, the companies will appoint their own Tier 2 subcontractors. Some of the supplies and sub-contracts will be advertised on the website http://www.competefor.com
http://www.costain-group.com/index.php?p=default_index&section=269
http://www.builderandengineer.co.uk/news/contracts/costain/laing-orourke-take-300m-bond-street-tube-station-5721.html
Type: Railway Equipment

Subject: Signalling

Announced: 1 August 2010

Source: publictenders

Description: VolkerRail Specialist services have won a contract with London Underground to design, install, test, commission the signal assests modification at Ladbrook Grove underground station, Lille Bridge Depot and Triangle sidings. The contract value is GBP 1.5 million The winning company information is: VolkerRail Specialist Businesses Ltd, Hertford Road, Hoddesdon EN11 9BX

http://www.volkerrail.co.uk/bin/ibp.jsp?ibpPage=S5_HomePage
http://www.publictenders.net/tender/69236
http://www.publictenders.net/tender/69237
July 2010

Type: Railway Equipment

Subject: Materials Supply

Announced: 30 July 2010

Source: publictenders.net

Description: First ScotRail Ltd (part of the First Group) is looking for a materials supply agreement(s) for Class 334 trains materials package(s) which may or may not include some heavy maintenance materials and may or may not include a full or part technical support package(s). Further details in the link. The deadline for receipt of tenders or requests to participate is 5 August 2010. Contact point for information: Stephen Stewart, First Great Western, Procurement Department, c/o 2nd Floor, B Block, McMillan Building, London W2 1TJ, email: Stephen.stewart@firstgroup.com
 http://www.publictenders.net/tender/69297
Type: Railway Equipment

Subject: Cooling and Ventilation equipment

Announced: 30 July

Source: publictenders.net

Description: First Great Western railway company requires the supply of cab cooling equipment for 34 x class 150/1 rail vehicles, this may or may not include the option of fitting the cab cooling equipment. There may be further vehicles included in scope as a result of fleet expansion opportunities. Further details in the link. The deadline for the receipt of tenders or requests to participate is 5 August 2010. Contact point for information: Fran Taylor, First Great Western, Procurement Department, c/o 2nd Floor, B Block, McMillan Building, London W2 1TJ, email: fran.taylor@firstgroup.com
http://www.publictenders.net/tender/69299
Type: Railway Equipment

Subject: Security cameras for railway equipment

Announced: 30 July 2010

Source: publictenders.net

Description: First Great Western railway company requires the supply of CCTV equipment for 34 x class 150/1 rail vehicles. This may or may not include the option of fitting the CCTV equipment. There may be further vehicles included in the scope as a result of fleet expansion opportunities. Further details in the link. The deadline for receipt of tenders or requests to participate is 5 August 2010. Contact point for information: Stephen Stewart, First Great Western, Procurement Department, c/o 2nd Floor, B Block, McMillan Building, London W2 1TJ, email: Stephen.stewart@firstgroup.com
 http://www.publictenders.net/tender/69298
May 2010
Balfour Beatty Network Rail Contracts
4 May

Source: Builder and Engineer

The construction company Balfour Beatty has won two contracts totaling GBP 250 million with Network Rail. The first contract of work will consist of the delivery of rail/track and switches and crossings at junctions. There will also be associated works such as signaling, electrification and drainage works. This relates to Network Rails South East region in England. The second set of works is in Scotland on the Paisley corridor in Glasgow will consist of a new overhead electrified line with additions and modifications as well as the remodeling of approach lines.

http://www.builderandengineer.co.uk/news/contracts/balfour-beatty-wins-250m-worth-of-network-rail-work-5370.html
April 2010
East London Line Extension

7 April

Source: Construction News

Transport for London has invited bids from contractors for a 1.3 km extension to the Overground´s East London Line. The extension is for a new connection with the possible inclusion of a new station. The work is scheduled to start at the end of October to September 2011. Pre-qualification-questionnaires are to be submitted by 7 May 2010. 

http://www.publictenders.net/tender/53599
March 2010
Reading Station Upgrade

23 March

Source: Rail Network
It is reported that 6 contractors have put forward bids to undertake the largest piece of work to take place on the ₤644 million Reading station upgrade. This particular project is worth ₤90 million and will involve items such as construction new platforms, new station entrances and a new passenger footbridge. The companies who have put bids in are:

· Costain/Hochtief joint venture
· Bam Nuttall

· Vinci and Balfour Beatty

· Morgan Est

· Carillion

http://www.railnetwork.info/article.php?article_id=680
UK Government Agrees Trolleybuses for Leeds

23 March

Source: Financial Times

The Financial Times has reported that Leeds City Council have won support  from the UK government for its plans to introduce trolleybuses to Leeds. The government pledged to provide ₤235 million of the estimated cost of ₤254 million.  

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/0d37129a-35a8-11df-963f-00144feabdc0.html
Birmingham Metro Line Extension

18 March
Source: Birmingham Post

The Birmingham Centro company has been given permission to move forward with extending the Birmingham tram system. However the plans have been scaled back and only one kilometer of new track extension will be built. The article does mention though that new longer trams will be sourced.

http://www.birminghampost.net/news/west-midlands-transport-news/2010/03/18/birmingham-metro-extension-given-planning-approval-by-government-65233-26061959/
February 2010

Network Rail Procurement

16 February

Source: Network Rail

The following links give information on doing business with Network Rail and getting items passed for use on the UK rail network. Network Rail does not just undertake railway maintenance but also owns several large stations in the UK.

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/1542.aspx
http://www.achilles.com/en/uk/sectors/transport/rail-industry/
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/1746.aspx
Signalling and Telecommunication Companies in the UK

15 February

Source: Britain’s Railways 2010

The companies in the following links are just a few of those involved either in the manufacture, supply or installation of signaling and telecommunications equipment or services to the UK rail industry.

http://www.volkerfitzpatrick.co.uk/bin/ibp.jsp?ibpDispWhat=zone&ibpPage=S2_FocusPage&ibpDispWho=S2_Rail&ibpZone=S2_Rail&ibpDisplay=view&
http://www.unipartrail.com/
http://www.ttabconnectors.com/
http://www.axellwireless.com/
http://www.alcatel-lucent.com/wps/portal/country?LMSG_CABINET=Corporate&LMSG_CONTENT_FILE=Country_Content/UK/Country.xml&lu_lang_code=en_GB
http://www.anixter.co.uk/AXECOM/UK.nsf/HomePage?openform
Glasgow Metro Procurement

11 February

Source: Stratclyde Passenger Transport

Glasgow city has its own metro system which carries 14 million people every year. The following link gives information for the procurement processes.

http://spt.g2b.info/
http://www.spt.co.uk/business/procurement/index.aspx
Track Work Companies
11 February

Source: Britains Railways 2010

Network Rail is responsible for the maintenance and upgrading of the track network in the UK. They have contracted this work out to four Tier one companies:

· Amey Colas – a 50/50 joint venture between the Spanish owned Amey plc (Ferrovial) and French owned Colas Rail (Bouygues). 
Amey Rail, The Sherard Building, Edmund Halley Road, Oxford OX40 4DQ

t: 0044 1865 713100 

e: enquiry@amey.co.uk
w: www.amey.co.uk
            Colas Rail, Dacre House, 19 Dacre Street, London SW1 0JD

             t: 0044 207 5935353

             e: enquiries@colasrail.co.uk
             w: www.colasrail.co.uk
· Babcock Rail – a subsidiary of Babcock International – its work includes track renewals and signalling improvement work, civil engineering and overhead line engineering other clients include ScotRail, London Underground, Glasgow Underground, local authorities and freight companies.

Babcock Rail, Kintail House, 3 Lister Way, Hamilton International Park, Blantyre, Glasgow G72 0FT

t: 0044 1698 203005

e: 

w: www.babcock.co.uk
· Balfour Beatty Rail – a leading signals replacement and track renewals company as well as civil engineering work.

Balfour Beatty Rail Projects, Midland House, Nelson Street, Derby DE1 2SA

t: 0044 1332 262666

e: info.bbrp.uk@bbrail.com
w: www.bbrail.com
· Jarvis Rail – owns 60 percent of all the UKs track and electrification machines and has its own plant and maintenance resources. It runs a large plant leasing business. Main services are track renewal, signalling, telecommunications, overhead line and electrification services, station remodelling and other works.

         Jarvis Rail, Meridian House, The Crescent, York YO24 1AW

t: 0044 1904 712712

e: rail.enquiries@jarvis-uk.com
w: www.jarvisrail.com
Transport for London Project Framework List

9 February

Source: New Civil Engineer

Transport for London (TfL) has issued its list of 36 companies who are on its framework to tender for the ₤500 million Engineering and Project Management Framework. 

The following firms have won a place on the framework: AECOM, AMCL, Amey, Arcadis AYH, Atkins Limited, Balfour Beatty, Buro Happold, Camden Consultancy Service, Capita Symonds, Capital Project Consultancy, Colin Buchanan and Partners, Collinson Dutton Limited, Cyril Sweett Limited, EC Harris LLP, Gifford, Halcrow Group Limited, Hyder Consulting (UK) Limited, Initiate Consulting Limited, Jacobs Engineering UK Limited, JMP Consultants Limited, Mott McDonald, Mouchel Services Limited, Nichols Group, Ove Arup and Partners Limited, Parsons Brinckerhoff, Pell Frischmann Consultants Limited, Peter Brett Associates, PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, Schofield Lothian, Scott Wilson Limited, Steer Davies Gleave, Telent Technology Services Limited, Turner & Townsend, URS Corporation Limited, Waterman Group PLC and WSP UK Limited.

The Framework covers the following categories of work:

The retendered Framework covers eleven categories of work:

· Asset management

· Civil and Structural Engineering

· Commercial Services

· Environmental Services

· Mechanical and Electrical Engineering

· Project and Programme Management and Strategy

· Railway Engineering – Assets

· Railway Engineering – Process

· Road User / Transport Engineering

· Transport Planning and Analysis

· Transport Impact Monitoring and Data

http://www.nce.co.uk/news/transport/transport-for-london-puts-36-firms-on-500m-engineering-and-project-management-framework/5212461.article
3 Major Signalling Contracts Awarded

8 February

Source: Transport Briefing
Network Rail has recently awarded 3 major re-signalling and associated work civil contracts to Invensys Rail and the Buckingham Group. The work is worth ₤34 and ₤9 million to Invensys for the (1) resignalling scheme at Water Orton in Warwickshire and the (2) multidisciplinary project for the Moorthorp – Hickleton signal box renewal. Both contracts will see the replacement and renewal of life expired signaling equipment including 9 interlockings as well as the delivery of Westlock interlockings and Westcad control and display systems. Another ₤16 million will be spent on civils work undertaken by the Buckingham Group.
http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/news/storyadx.php?id=6533
http://www.invensysrail.com/
http://www.buckinghamgroup.co.uk/rail.htm
BAM Nuttall wins rail contract

8 February

Source: Construction News

BAM Nuttall has announced that it has won a ₤190 million contract to create a new rail line from London Marylebone station to Oxfordshire and the Midlands. This is the first new main line route from London to be built in 100 years. Work will include upgrading tracks so that trains can run at faster speeds to Birmingham also, new signaling, a new station at Water Eaton Parkway. Jarvis and Atkins are partners with BAM Nuttall in the project.  The work under the Evergreen 3 project will be carried out for Chiltern Railways.  

http://www.chiltern-evergreen3.co.uk/
http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/news/story?id=6505
http://www.bamnuttall.co.uk/about_us_BNRAIL.html
http://www.jarvis-uk.com/jarvisplc/media/releases/pr2010/2010-01-15/
Paddington station preparatory works

5 February

Source: Crossrail

Crossrail, in a press release, has said that work has started preparatory work for the new tunnel entrance for the Crossrail underground tunnels into Paddington station. The article gives details of other works and companies which have been let work also.

http://www.crossrail.co.uk/company/communications-centre/press-releases/crossrail-starts-preparatory-works-at-royal-oak-tunnel-site
Crossrail Contractors Named

4 February

Source: Building

A Costain and Skanska joint venture has been chosen to undertake the Royal Oak Portal enabling works framework to construct a tunnel entering and exiting Paddington station from the west. This is the largest job on the Crossrail project. 

· Carillion have been chosen to undertake the Paddington Integrated Project which includes site facilities, piling, groundworks and readying the station for the main works, construction of a shell and core for a relocated Hammersmith and City line underground station, resurfacing works, construction of a roof structure onto an existing reinforced concrete deck, install lifts and escalators, build a new taxi rank and carry out work on platform 12 of the Main rail station for Network Rail. This project will last for 18 months and is worth 40 million

      Other contracts given are: 

· demolition at Farringdon stations eastern hall – Keltbray

· demolition at Bond street stations eastern and western ticket halls – Select Plant Hire

· Whitechapel working Platform - Kier

http://www.nce.co.uk/major-projects/crossrail/crossrail-lets-first-six-enabling-contracts/5213866.article
http://www.crossrail.co.uk/company/communications-centre/press-releases/crossrail-announces-shortlist-for-running-tunnels-contracts1
Doing Business with Crossrail

4 February

Source: Crossrail

Below is a link explaining how to do business with Crossrail

 http://www.crossrail.co.uk/company/doing-business-with-crossrail
January 2010
Line Electrification

12 January

Source: Railway Gazzete

The UK government has allocated over ₤1 billion to electrify a number of rail lines. The lines to be electrified are:

The Great Western Route from Paddington Station London to Bristol, Cardiff and Swansea. This particular project is expected to 7 years from design to completion.
Liverpool – Manchester (51km)

Huyton – Wigan (24km)

Manchester – Euxton Junction (40km)

Preston – Blackpool North (27km)

Reading Station Redevelopment 2

9 January

Source: Transport Briefing

Network Rail have let out 10 major contracts already on the ₤425 million Reading Station remodeling project. Some are design contracts and others for building, platform lengthening and track works.

The design company Gifford have got a civil engineering to draw up designs for the lengthening two bridges, BAM Nutall the construction company will move on site in February 2010 for a ₤8.5 million contract. Corus Rail Infrastructure Services will be doing some design work. Bechtel were appointed as joint partners on both this project and Crossraill. Delta Rail will be building a new integrated signaling centre at Didcot (in Oxfordshire) to go live in 2011. The Network Rail programme director in charge of both the Reading Remodeling project and the Crossrail project is Mr Robbie Burns. Initial track and platform works will begin in 2010 as well as other contracts.  
Reading Station Redevelopment

9 January

Source: Network Rail

Network Rail are redeveloping Reading station (west of London) adding extra platforms, new signaling, redeveloping buildings, tracks and other works. The following link gives some details of the tender dates for jobs. It is understood that the jobs and supply opportunities are only advertised on the linkup (Achilles) website.

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/5316.aspx
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/4664.aspx
http://www.achilles.com/en/uk/sectors/transport/rail-industry/supplier-organisation/?id=2845
Watford to St Albans Tram Opportunity

7 January

Source: Transport Briefing

The UK Department of Transport has issued a consultation document on the possible change over of the Watford Junction to St Albans Abbey from heavy rail to light rail in other words trams. The reason behind the move is to increase the frequency of services. One article has mentioned that redundant trams from other cities in Europe would be used. The present operator of the line is London Midland but the new line would be run by Hertfordshire County Council. If this scheme is successful it would be possible that it will be a template for similar lightly used rail lines across the UK. More information will be provided when it becomes available. 
http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/open/2010-05/
December 2009
Leeds Trolley bus Scheme
31 December
Source: West Yorkshire Metro
Leeds City Council presented their plans for trolley buses in Leeds to the government on 30th October. As yet there has been no response from the UK Department of Transport. The trolley bus project, if granted permission by the government, will then go through a public enquiry and building of the infrastructure would start in 2013 and trolley buses running in 2015.

http://www.wymetro.com/news/releases/09/091028.htm
http://www.tbus.org.uk/leeds.htm
Network Rail Tender Proposals for 2010
30 December

Source: 

The following links are a list of Network Rail tenders that will be advertised in the near future for various types of rail infrastructure work or supplies. The first link contains the name and telephone number of Network Rails senior procurement officer for more information. 

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/documents/For%20Business/5712_Anticipated%20Tender%20Programme%20.pdf
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/documents/5958_SP&C%20Anticipated%20Tender%20Programme.pdf
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/documents/5783_E%20&%20P%20anticipated%20tender%20programme.pdf
October 2009
Crossrail Works Advertised

20 October

Source: Contract Journal

Crossrail have issued an OJEU advertisement for the Paddington station end of the Crossrail underground project. The deadline for requests to participate is 20 November 2009. 

Notice Information Number: 2009/S202-291269

http://www.contractjournal.com/Articles/2009/10/20/72767/crossrail-advertises-paddington-upgrade.html
http://ted.europa.eu/Exec?DataFlow=N_one_doc_access.dfl&Template=TED/N_one_result_detail_curr.htm&docnumber=291269-2009&docId=291269-2009&StatLang=EN
Leeds Trollybus

16 October

Source: Yorkshire Evening Post
Leeds City Council will this month put their case forward to the Department for Transport (DfT) for their proposed 14 km trolleybus project. Funding has been secured but will not be released until the DfT approves of the business case.
http://www.yorkshireeveningpost.co.uk/news/Details-emerge-over-Leeds-trolleybus.5679072.jp
http://www.wymetro.com/news/releases/091016NGT.htm
September 2009

Sunderland Station Refurbishment

22 September

Source: Transport Briefing

The construction company BAM Nuttall have won the ₤4 million tender to finish the redevelopment of Sunderland Nexus Metro railway station. The station is managed by Northern Rail. The work will include installation of a 140 meter animated light wall and toughened glass paneling.   

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/news/story?id=6227
http://www.bamnuttall.co.uk/index.html
Tees Valley Metro

22 September

Source: BBC

The BBC has reported that the UK Department of Transport has given its backing to the ₤30 million ‘Tees Valley Metro Project’. Network Rail and the Redcar and Cleveland local authority will be developing the project which in its first phase will see the building of new stations and other works as well as the requirement for new trams/trains. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/8267342.stm
Glasgow Airport Rail Link

21 September

Source: The Scotsman

The Scottish Department of Transport has decided not to proceed with the Glasgow Airport Rail Link. It believes that it will save ₤170 million in doing this. The project to build a new Forth Road Bridge river crossing, estimated to cost £2 billion will however still go-ahead. 

UK High Speed Rail Network

10 September

Source: Transport Briefing

The following is a story carried in Transport Briefing
HSR Summit: politicians unite to back high speed rail
Filed 10/09/09  
More than 200 rail industry delegates have attended a special event in London designed to galvanise support for construction of a high speed rail network in the UK.

The HSR Summit, organised by transport consultant Steer Davies Gleave, featured speakers representing high speed rail systems in France, Germany, Italy, Japan and Spain and heard from the transport portfolio holders from all three main UK political parties.

Secretary of State for transport Andrew Adonis gave a keynote address while his shadow from the Conservatives, Theresa Villiers, reiterated her support for high speed rail and said building a line from London to Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds remained affordable despite the recession.

Liberal Democrat Lord Bill Bradshaw joined Adonis and Villiers on the stage as all three gave their backing to the new High Speed Rail UK lobby group - which sees 11 cities in Britain join together to call for the planning of a comprehensive network rather than a single line. Bradshaw said further commitment to a rail electrification progamme was essential to prepare for new high speed lines and said cancelling the Intercity Express Programme could release funds to support the development of a high speed network.

Lord Adonis said a high speed rail line would never be built in Britain without cross-party consensus while Theresa Viliers said the new campaign group was a "well-timed initiative" which gave an "energetic voice" to efforts to develop high speed rail.

Delegates also heard from Sir David Rowlands, chair of High Speed 2, the company set up by the Department for Transport to examine where a new high speed rail line should go and due to recommend a detailed route from London to the West Midlands in December this year. Sir David warned the audience that the new line would have to be routed through the Chiltern Hills and politicians must be prepared to face down opposition from the public if the project was to succeed. He said construction of a line could be taken forward either through a hybrid bill or under the Planning Act 2008.

Network Rail chief executive Iain Coucher shared the findings of his company's year-long study into where a new high speed line should go. He stressed that the research - released last month (TB 6169) - was not a pitch to build the line. "Network Rail has got no aspirations or belief that it should be building the railway," he said.

Instead, he argued that the work has been carried out to present politicians with an engineering solution to capacity limitations on the existing 'classic' rail network. By 2020 he said the West Coast Main Line would be full with about twice as many passengers per hour travelling into Euston compared to today. Responding to critics of the Network Rail study which recommends against an initial high speed line serving Leeds, he said the predicted one hour 50 minute journey time of trains via Manchester compared poorly to today's two hour eight minute trip time and it would be better to wait and build a separate high speed line which could follow an east coast alignment.

Much of the summit was devoted to hearing about other European countries' experience of high speed rail. In Spain, a rapidly expanding network will give 50% of the population a high speed rail station in their town or city by 2020 while Italy has introduced competition to its high speed rail network ahead of EU-wide legislation which comes into force in January.

Rolling stock was also discussed with Spain revealing that its double gauge trains can switch between different width tracks without stopping and France lamenting the rising cost of new trains. Spain has set up a joint venture with private manufacturers which sees the state contribute to building and maintaining new trains while Italian train operator Nuovo Transporto Viaggiatori is the first company to introduce Alstom's AGV sets.

Leeds Metro Trollybus

9 September

Source: Leeds Metro

Leeds Metro the company that runs the transport network in the Leeds area has concluded a consultation on its plans to install a trolleybus system in the city. The results were positive with more than 70 percent of people approving of it. The next stage will see Leeds city council submit a ‘Major Scheme Business Case’ to the Department of Transport who will make a decision as to whether the scheme will go ahead. The first stage of approval is expected before the end of 2009.
http://www.wymetro.com/news/releases/090909-1ngtsurveycomplete.htm
Crossrail Tunnels Tender Details

8 September

Source: New Civil Engineer

The following link gives details of the two tender lots (Lot 300 and Lot 305) which were advertised by Crossrail for the building of the underground section of Crossrail.

http://www.nce.co.uk/5207155.article
Crossrail Tunnel Consortiums Announced

7 September

Source: New Civil Engineer

Two consortiums have so far announced that they will be bidding for tunneling work on the £16 billion Crossrail project. The two consortiums are:

· Bam Nuttall, Ferrovial (Spanish) and Kier

· Balfour Beatty, Morgan Est, Beaton und Monierbau (Austrian) and Vinci (French) (BBMV)

There are three tunneling contracts to be fulfilled with two having already gone to tender. The contracts cover mainly the central section of the Crossrail route which will be under London. 

· West Tunnel: 6.2km twin 6.2 m diameter bored tunnels running from Royal Oak and its new potal west of Paddington station to the new Crossrail Farringdon station   

· East Tunnel: 8.3km twin 6.2 m diameter bored tunnels running froma launch chamber at Limmo Pennisula (east London) to Farringdon station; a 2.7km tunnel from a launch chamber at Stepney Green to the Pudding Mill Lane portal; and a 900m tunnel between Limmo Penninsula to the Victoria Dock portal.    

These two tunnels cover 18 of the 21 kms of the underground section. The third section has not been put out for tender yet. It will cover a river section between Plumstead and the new Woolich station. Only the Carary Wharf station contract has gone out to tender and the chosen contractor is Laing O’Rourke for the client the Canary Wharf Group.

The consortium BBMV has set up a dedicated office in London to deal with their tender bid. Other sub businesses of this consortium include: Bachy Soletanche, Balfour Beatty Ground Engineering and Morgan Est Piling.

http://www.nce.co.uk/home/crossrail/competition-hots-up-for-crossrail-tunnelling-contracts/5207640.article
http://www.publictenders.net/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=93317
http://www.nce.co.uk/home/crossrail/four-join-to-pounce-on-crossrail-tunnelling-work/5207197.article
August 2009

Crossrail construction article by Bechtel

22 August

Source:

Please find in the link an article which highlights some of the work to be undertaken on the Crossrail project.

http://www.dragondark.co.uk/lr/bechtelglobe.pdf
Global Supply Chain Shift
10 August

Source: Financial Times (10 August, p.1)

The Financial Times reported that manufacturers are beginning to change their supply chain habits. They say that there is a reduction of global procurement in favour of regional procurement meaning that European and US companies are looking closer to home rather than to China and the Far East. This is due to the news costs associated with the transportation of components such as carbon footprint and the high cost of petrol.  

Nottingham Tram Network Extension

6 August

Source: This is Nottingham

Nottingham City Council will be tendering for the Nottingham City ‘Tram Net Phase 2’ scheme in either August or September 2009. The advertisement will be posted in the Official Journal of the European Union. The cost of the project to extend the tram network is estimated to cost £680 million.

http://www.netphasetwo.com/
http://www.thisisnottingham.co.uk/news/Developers-asked-tender-tram/article-1216735-detail/article.html
http://www.thisisnottingham.co.uk/transport/Nottingham-tram-expansion-set-ahead/article-1213470-detail/article.html
http://www.thetram.net/about/Lines2_3.asp
Network Rail Control Period 4 Contractors

4 August

Source: Construction News

Network Rail have announced that it has chosen 14 firms to work on its Multi-Asset Enhancement five year framework programme from 2009 –2014. The firms are:

· Amey

· Barhale Rail

· Balfour Beatty

· Bam Nuttall

· Bovis

· Buckingham Group

· C Spencer

· Carillion

· Colas

· G Osbourne Rail

· Galliford Try

· Jarvis

· Kier

· VolkerFitzpatrick

‘The winning forms will be responsible for management and delivery of work on stations, civils work, electrification, power, signaling, communications and tracks with individulajobs worth between 1 million and 15 million.

http://www.cnplus.co.uk/news/contracts/network-rail-1bn-framework-winners-revealed/5206222.article
http://www.barhale.co.uk/
Thameslink Station Upgrade

4 August

Source: Transport Briefing

Network Rail has appointed the Giffen Group to upgrade City Thameslink underground station in London. The station is on the Bedford to Brighton line which runs through London and is called Thameslink. The work on this section of the Thameslink programme will include the extension of platforms to accommodate 12 car trains, new lighting and security features and new ticket barriers among other things. The work is expected to take 18 months starting in August 2009 and to cost ₤4.5 million. The Giffen Group is an Electrical and Engineering company.

http://www.giffengroup.co.uk/
http://www.thameslinkprogramme.co.uk/news/news_items/view/27
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/1326.aspx
London Underground Programme 2009

4 August

Source: Transport for London/London Underground

London Transport underground investment programme 2009 onwards

http://www.tfl.gov.uk/assets/downloads/corporate/tfl-investment-programme-london-underground.pdf
July 2009

Leeds Trolley Buses

30 July

Source: BBC

Leeds City Council and Metro (Leeds transport) are to submit their business case to the UK government in the autumn for the introduction of trolley buses to Leeds. There were fears that the scheme would not go ahead due to funding being diverted to the Olympics. A consultation has just taken place detailing three routes for the buses.  

http://www.yorkshireeveningpost.co.uk/news/Fresh-hopes-for-Leeds-trolleybus.5489704.jp
http://www.bbc.co.uk/leeds/content/articles/2009/06/15/places_trolleybus_routes_feature.shtml
Southern Railways Contract

30 July

Source: European Union Electronic Tenders

Southern Railways issued an OJEU  PIN notice on 29.07.2009 for various goods and services. The reference number is: 2009/S 145-21294. For more information the contact person is: Tom.McCarthy@southernrailway.com
http://ted.europa.eu/Exec?DataFlow=N_list_results.dfl&Template=TED/N_result_details_curr.htm&Page=1&docnumber=2009212974&StatLang=EN
London Underground 1 Billion Signalling Tender

29 July

Source: Transport for London

Transport for London issued an invitation to tender for the ₤1 billion resignalling program on some of the networks sub-service lines (Circle, District, Hammersmith and City and Metropolitan). The tender issued on 16 July is expected to be returned by 18 December. The lines in question cover 300 kms of the London Underground network.  

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/1b5a2be6-7b0e-11de-8c34-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.cnplus.co.uk/news/contracts/london-underground-re-tenders-huge-metronet-signalling-job/5205826.article
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/corporate/media/newscentre/12308.aspx
Doing Business with Network Rail

29 July

Source: Network Rail

In order to do business with Network Rail (apart from some service jobs) it is necessary to have your company and its products approved for use. The following link gives an indication of how Network Rail does business and includes a link to the company undertaking the registration and audit (for safety sensitive products) of a company. The registering company, Achilles, also registers those wishing to supply goods or services to London Underground. 
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/1542.aspx
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/3262.aspx
 Great Western Main Line Electrification

28 July

Source: Various

The UK government announced that the Great Western Main Line between London Paddington and Swansea via Bath, Bristol and Cardiff (480 km) will be electrified. The work, which is expected to take between 6 and 8 years to complete, will also include the demolition or adaption of more than 100 bridges and tunnels and the installation of pylons for the electric wire. This will be the first major electrification of the UK railways since 1980. This particular project is estimated to cost £1 billion. Please note that to be able to be in with a chance to win some of this or any other rail work it is important to register with Achilles.co.uk  

As this particular article from Transport Briefing will be subscriber only in a few days it is posted in full here: 

Source: Transport Briefing 23.07.2009

Electrification of the Great Western and Liverpool to Manchester main lines is to go ahead after the government approved a £1.1bn investment package green lighting the first major rail electrification programme since the 1980s.

Subject to detailed planning work due to start immediately, overhead wires will be introduced progressively from London Paddington to Oxford, Newbury and Bristol by the end of 2016 and London to Swansea by the end of 2017. The double-track, 32 mile long route from Liverpool Lime Street station to Manchester Victoria station via Huyton and Newton-le-Willows will be electrified within four years and maximum line speeds raised from 75 to 90mph. 

Completing electrification work on these two lines will increase the proportion of electric train journeys in Britain from 60% to 67%. Currently only 33% of Britain's railways are electrified - a lower percentage than most networks in Continental Europe. There were about 21 million passenger journeys on the Great Western line in the past financial year and over one million passenger journeys on the Liverpool-Manchester railway. 

The decision to proceed with the much-trailed electrification programme will have a major impact on other key rail projects including Crossrail, redevelopment of Reading station, Thameslink rolling stock deployment and the procurement of a new fleet of trains under the Intercity Express Programme. Electrifying the Liverpool to Manchester line will allow electric trains to run between Manchester and Glasgow and provide a diversionary route for West Coast Main Line trains. The Great Western work will cut up to 19 minutes off train journey times between Paddington and Swansea.

Prime Minister Gordon Brown and Transport Secretary Andrew Adonis are due to formally announce the plans today (23 July) alongside Wales First Minister Rhodri Morgan in Cardiff. The electrification programme will result in electric trains running in Wales for the first time.

This week's announcement marks a major shift of government policy after transport ministers repeatedly ruled out further electrification of the rail network as recently as three years ago. The strategy has gained ground as increasing importance has been attached to carbon reduction measures - electric trains emit between 20% and 35% less carbon per passenger mile than a diesel train. 

The electrification programme is expected to pay for itself through lower train leasing, maintenance and operating costs. The short term cost of Network Rail's financing will be met by the government and there will be no impact on other Network Rail investment programmes in the five year investment period to 2014.

Plans to electrify the Midland Main Line north from Bedford to Derby, Nottingham and Sheffield remain under consideration by the government as do those for routes between Manchester and Preston and Liverpool and Preston.

Transport Secretary Andrew Adonis said: "Electrification of the Great Western Mainline will bring significant new strategic opportunities for developing rail services. In particular, it would be possible to run Crossrail services west of the existing proposed terminus at Maidenhead, through to Reading. I look forward to discussing with the Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, the potential for developing new services and integrating these major Crossrail and electrification programmes.

"Electrification of the Liverpool to Manchester line also makes possible the through-running of electric trains from Manchester Airport and Manchester to Scotland. At present these services are diesel because the last stretch of line into Manchester is not electrified. This will be a major strategic benefit to passengers in the north of England and Scotland."

First Minister for Wales Rhodri Morgan added: "I'm delighted that this major modernisation, the first rail electrification in Wales, will boost travel links to and within Wales. It will improve connections between London, Cardiff and Swansea and make a rail journey between London and Swansea almost 20 minutes shorter. We need to work closely now to ensure these exciting plans dovetail with our own National Transport Plan."

Network Rail chief executive Iain Coucher welcomed the announcement but called for the programme to be extended to cover the busiest 3,000 miles of non-electrified lines in Britain. Today is a good start, but there is much further to go," he said.
http://www.nce.co.uk/home/transport/government-to-spend-11bn-on-rail-electrification/5205580.article
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article6723888.ece
http://www.networkrailmediacentre.co.uk/Content/Detail.asp?ReleaseID=4549&NewsAreaID=2&SearchCategoryID=2
Crossrail Companies

22 July

Source: Construction News

Construction news has published details on companies that have won work on Crossrail or who will be in the running for some of the major contracts. Some of the alliances are pan-european. It is reported that Crossrail would like to see the work as advanced as possible before the UK general election in May 2010 (assumed date) so that it would be too costly to stop it. 

Utilities Framework work won

· Morgan Est

· Costain/Skanska joint venture

· McNicholas Construction

· J Murphy and Sons

· Clancy Docwra

· Laing O’Rourke

Civils Framwork work won

· Laing O’Rourke

· Costain/Skanska joint venture

· Carillion

· Kier

· Morgan Est

· John Murphy and Sons

· Balfour Beatty

Demolition framework work won

· Laing O’Rourke 

· John F Hunt Demolition 

· McGee

· Keltbray

· Brown & Mason

· PJ Carey

· Bam Nuttall

· Kier

Civil Engineering Framework to be tendered in the near future

· Balfour Beatty, Morgan Est, Vinci Construction Grands Projets and one other not named (joint venture)

· Laing O’Rourke/Bouygues (joint venture)

· Bilfinger Berger/Costain/Skanska (joint venture)

· Bam Nuttall (in talks with other firms no details as yet)

· Ferrovial (Spanish)

· Impregilo (Italian)

http://www.cnplus.co.uk/sectors/transport/crossrail-hopefuls-band-together/5205094.article
Department for Transport Works List

22 July

Source: Transport Briefing

The list in the link is a table of either projects already procured or to be procured by the Department of Transport within the next two years. The major points in the table are:

Rail

· Intercity Express Programme Value ₤7.2 billion Award date September 2009 (Hitachi are the preferred bidders – trains to be built in the UK).

· Thameslink Rollingstock Value ₤1.7 billion Award date April 2010 (Siemens, Bombardier and Alstom are the bidders).

Road

· M25 motorway widening Value ₤5 billion Awarded May 2009
http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/data/datap?id=1174
Siemens Thameslink Design

21 July

Source: Transport Briefing

Siemens have published details of their design for the Thameslink tender. It is called the Desiro City Train.

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/news/story?id=6075
Doing business on the Crossrail Project

20 July

Source: Crossrail

The following link gives some details of how to tender for contracts for products and services on the Crossrail projects

http://www.crossrail.co.uk/company/doing-business-with-crossrail/doing-business-faqs
Crossrail contracts awarded

20 July

Source: Contract Journal

Contract Journal has reported that the following Crossrail design contracts in the present round have been awarded to the following leading consultants:

· Package C123 Intermediate Shafts – Jacobs

· Package C164 Bulk power distribution and HV power – Scott Wilson

· Package C175 Tunneling academy design – Capita Symonds

· Package C125 M&E in tunnels – Mott MacDonald

· Package C162 Signalling, traction power OHLE and platform screen doors – Mott MacDonald

13 contracts have been awarded and there are 11 to go. It is hoped expected that the main works will begin in 2010.

http://www.contractjournal.com/Articles/2009/07/17/69884/crossrail-contracts-awarded.html
Tyne and Wear (Newcastle) Metro Refurbishment Works

15 July

Source: Publictenders.net and Transport Briefing

The Tyne and Wear Passenger Transport Executive (TWPTE) in Newcastle held an event for companies on 9 July to brief them on framework contracts that will be tendered in the future. The infrastructure investment works will include items such as station refurbishment, permanent way and overhead line renewal, signaling and telecommunications renewal or upgrade, capital maintenance of structures, escalator and lift repolacement and depot equipment. This is Phase 2 of the renewal plan for the Tyne and Wear Metro which serves the Newcastle and Sunderland areas of the North East of England. Contact details for more information are as follows:  

Mr James Allen, 

Tyne and Wear PTE (t/a Nexus), 

33 St James’s Boulevard, 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE1 4AX, 

tel: 0044191 2033446 

email: corporateprocurement@nexus.org.uk
web: http://www.nexus.org.uk
http://www.publictenders.net/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=86725
Glasgow Airport Rail Link

14 July

Source: Construction News

Construction News reported that tender documents were to be issued to the four firms and joint ventures (JV) that were short listed to undertake phase 1 of the work on the ₤130 million Glasgow Airport Rail Link (GARL). The contractors are: Carillion, Morrison Construction, JV Roadbridge/John Sisk and JV Balfour Beatty, Morgan Est and Vinci Grand Projets. There will be 2 kilometers of track a spur line and a bridge over the M8 motorway. Transport Scotland is in overall charge of the project. 

http://www.cnplus.co.uk/regional-news/scotland/tender-docs-for-130m-glasgow-airport-rail-link-by-end-of-june/5203219.article
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/news/Construction-Industry-Glasgow-Airport-Rail-Link
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/projects/garl/feedback-and-contacts
June 2009

Newcastle Metro Upgrade Tenders

26 June

Source: Transport Briefing

The Executive Committee that runs the Tyne and Wear Metro, Nexus, is to let a number of framework contracts which will form part of the ₤300 million network reinvigoration programme. Those contractors registered and interested in the work which will include signaling and telecommunications renewal or upgrade, overhead line renewal, station refurbishment and other works have been invited to attend a briefing in Newcastle on 9 July.   

Mainline Electrification Works

25 June 2009

Source: Transport Briefing

Network Rail has invited expressions of interest in a major rail electrification scheme worth between one and one and a half billion pounds. Network Rail is now working on identifying routes for electrification with the first being the Midland mainline from Kettering to Nottingham, Sheffield and Derby and the Western mainline from London Paddington to Oxford, Bristol, Swansea and Cardiff. Network Rail must wait for a decision from the Transport Department but in the meantime initial procurement will involve ‘developing optimum technical solutions and outline design for all elements of electrification and associated infrastructure’. Once the program has begun Network Rail will seek to procure ‘detail design programme management, supply, manufacture, construction, and commissioning services for all aspects for electrification and associated infrastructure. This will include overhead line work, power supply, distribution, civil engineering work, on track plant, signaling works, telecoms and track works’. In order be able to bid for some of this work contractors and suppliers need to be registered with Achilles Linkup.

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/news/story?id=6012
http://www.achilles.co.uk/en/uk/
May 2009
Glasgow Airport Rail Link

27 May

Source: Transport Briefing

Transport Scotland have announced that it has shortlisted four companies to bid for construction work to build a branchline and viaduct for the new Glasgow Airport Rail Link (GARL) service which will cross the Glasgow M8 motorway. The contract is expected to be awarded in early 2010.

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/news/story?id=5935
CSR Nanjing Submits Train Bid

22 May

Source: Transport Briefing

The Chinese company CSR Nanjing has submitted a bid to build between 40 and 120 carriages for London Midland Railways. The other bidders who have submitted documents are Bombardier, Rotem and CAF. The value of the work is between ₤44 and ₤160 million depending on the amount of carriages supplied. The specification for the trains was that they culd run in either 3 or 4 car sets and had a top speed of 100 mph.

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/news/story?id=5931
Network Rail Construction Works

20 May

Source: Construction News

There are a number of major construction projects in the UK rail sector which also involve the  building or renovation of large and medium sized stations over the next few years. All of the projects are let by Network Rail who own most of the largest stations and manage the track network. The largest rail project in the UK is London Crossrail. The budget for this particular project is ₤16.5 billion. Preliminary work has already started as well as the tendering for various sections of work. 

The main building projects paid for by Network Rail are:

Major Projects 

Kings Cross 

What: Western Range and Concourse

Main contractor: Taylor Woodrow

Cost: ₤125 million

Start and end: Autumn 2008 – May 2012

Construction of 8,000 sq m, 2 storey concourse, fitting out the existing western range

What: Eastern Range

Main contractor: Costain

Cost: ₤50 million

Start and end: Sept 2007 – 2011

Revamp of existing Eastern Range

What: Platforms

Main contractor: to be confirmed (TBC)

Cost: ₤22 million

Start and end: end 2011

Platform lengthening and shortening, installation of new footbridge 

What: Roof

Main contractor:

Cost: ₤18 million

Start and end: Oct 2008 – 2011

Renewal of the main train shed roof

Reading station
What: 4 packages of work (five new platforms, new underpass at westend of station, new entrance at northern end, construction of 2km elevated railway)

Main contractor: TBC

Cost: ₤450 million

Start and end: 2009 – 2015

Thameslink
Blackfriars station

What: New station

Main contractor: Balfour Beatty

Cost: ₤250 million

Start and end: January 2009 – end 2011

New station with platforms spanning the Thames river

Farringdon station

What: Station redevelopment

Main contractor: Laing O’Rourke/Costain

Cost: ₤77 million

Start and end: January 2009 – end 2011

Station redevelopment – footbridge, new entrance and platform extensions

Borough Viaduct station

What: New viaduct

Main contractor: Skanska

Cost: ₤63 million

Start and end: January 2009 – end 2011

New viaduct, existing viaduct widened

London Bridge station

What: Redevelopment of station

Main contractor: to be confirmed

Cost: ₤650 million

Start and end: after Olympics – 2014

Redevelopment of station involving the construction of 3 new through lines to add to the existing 6.

Victoria station (London)
What: No information
Main contractor: to be confirmed

Cost: ₤400 million

Start and end: no information

No information as to what the job will involve

North London Line
What: platforms and signalling

Main contractor: Carillion

Cost: ₤100 million

Start and end: Spring 2009 – 2011

Making four tracks from two, platform extensions, loops and resignalling for reduced headways

Birmingham New Street station (3 packages)
What: Redevelopment of station

Main contractor: to be confirmed

Cost: ₤550 million

Start and end: late 2009 – unknown

Redevelopment of main staion concourse, entrance to station, car parks and adding buildings to site

Airdrie – Bathgate rail line
What: Re-opening this dis-used rail link

Main contractor: Carillion

Cost: ₤80 million

Start and end: Spring 2009 – end 2010

New stations, relocation of sections of the link, building of a double electrified section of track.

Edinburgh Waverley station
What: Track and station work

Main contractor: bidders – Balfour Beatty, Carillion, Jarvis, Nuttall, First Engineering

Cost: ₤295 million

Start and end: Late 2010 - 2013  

Extension of 35km of track, building 7 new stations and renovating 3 existing ones.

Glasgow - Kilmarnock rail line
What: New platforms and platform lenghtening

Main contractor: Bidding – Balfour Beatty, Birse Rail, Carillion, First Engineering and Jarvis

Cost: ₤120 million

Start and end: Mid 2009 – August 2011

Platform lengthening and new platforms

Newport Railway station
What: Regeneration of station

Main contractor: Galliford Try

Cost: ₤22 million

Start and end: Mid 2009 – early 2011

Regeneration of Newport Railway station and surrounding areas.

Network Rail work
All firms wishing to obtain work or to supply products or services to Network Rail should register with the Link-Up qualification tool which is run by the firm Achilles. The categories in the Product Link-Up Code Booklet require those registering to either be just registered (R) or to have a score evaluation (S) or to be audited (A). The following information regards how to qualify to supply or to be a sub-contractor on Network Rail and Transport for London work and is taken from Construction News magazine, 

‘to qualify businesses need to answer a questionnaire, which collects information based on the goods, services or works being supplied. The questionnaire divided into two parts, code justification questionnaire (CJQ) and supplier profile questionnaire (SPQ). One the CJQ has been completed, Link-Up will perform quality checks on the information provided. When these are complete, access is granted to the SPQ  which must be filled in and, is followed by further quality checks. Sectors covered in the questionnaires include financial and legal, health and safety, environmental, professional and technical, insurance and finally product and service specific questions. Network Rail carries out some quality checks itself with the rest carried out by Link-Up and once complete the results will be posted on the Achilles Rail portal.’ There are 11,000 suppliers in various categories on the Link-Up database of which Network Rail used 4,000 in the last financial year.

http://www.achilles.co.uk/en/uk/sectors/transport/rail-industry/
April 2009

Hitachi and Thameslink

29 April

Source: The Financial Times

It has been reported that the Japanese train maker Hitachi has dropped out of the bidding to make trains for the Thameslink line which will be traveling north to south through London.

The remaining bidders for the estimated £1.4 billion worth of carriages are Alstom, Bombardier and Siemens.

Crossrail delivery partners responsibilities

28 April

Source: Transport Briefing

Bechtel, who have won the Crossrail contract to be delivery partner on the ₤16 billion project to deliver Reading station and Crossrail. Bechtel’s responsibilities will be:

· Electrify and re-signal route from tunnel portal west to Maidenhead

· Manage the tunnel spoilage

· Paddington – major reworking of platforms and interchange between new Paddington Crossrail station and mainline platforms

· Station rebuilds including a 90 million project which will double the number of tracks at Abbey Wood from two to four along with major enhancements at Ilford, Romford and Ealing Broadway

· Major junction remodeling, including Airport junction flyover to Heathrow 

· Bridge rebuilds, many of the Brunel era bridges and other heritage assets

· platform extensions at over 20 stations along the route

· Timetabling remodeling 

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=5822
http://www.crossrail.org.uk/pages/crossrailandreadingprojects.html
http://www.crossrail.org.uk/
http://www.bechtel.com/2009-04-24.html
London Underground Utility Contracts

27 April

Source: Construction News

Transport for London has issued information on bids from contractors for framework contracts on London Underground worth up to £100 million. The contracts have been split into 4 lots and includes:

· Lot 1 – Mechanical works (£25 million) 

· Lot 2 – Fire systems (£20 million)

· Lot 3 – Tiling works (£20 million)

· Lot 4 – Site facilities (£35 million)

The work is for an initial period of 3 years with a possibility to extend up to 5 years.

Further details are in the CNPLUS link. There will be six teams on each framework or Lot.

The Public Tenders link gives details of contacts and also more details about the works. The deadline for expressions of interest is 26 May 2009.

http://www.cnplus.co.uk/news/contracts/tfl-ÂŁ100m-framework-up-for-grabs/5201103.article
http://www.publictenders.net/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=82059
London Overground Rail Signalling

23 April

Source: Contract Journal

The rail maintenance firm W.S. Atkins has won a ₤40 million contract to upgrade the signaling on the London Overground network (run by Transport for London). W.S. Atkins will take the project from detailed design to final close before the Olympics in 2012. Products used on London Underground and Overground are usually sourced through Link-up (Achilles) and may also need to be approved by the Network Rail Product Acceptance office.

Their address is: 

Network Rail Acceptance Services

Floor 6

40 Melton Street

London NW1 2EE

Tel: 0044 207 557 8063

Fax: 0044 207 557 9013

http://www.contractjournal.com/Articles/2009/04/20/66960/atkins-wins-40m-overground-signalling-deal.html
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/1744.aspx
http://www.achilles.com/en/uk/sectors/transport/rail-industry/
Rolling Stock Manufacture and Supply

14 April

Source: Transport Briefing

Two train operators have issued tenders for up to 300 railway carriages in total. South West Trains (operated by Stagecoach) are looking to purchase between 120 and 180 vehicles to operate in 5 car sets. The value of the order is £180 million. It is hoped the trains will be running by December 2011. There will be two tender options – the second includes a maintenance contract.

TED document no. 103452-2009-EN (2009/S71-1034520)

Contact details: 

Simon Gimson, 

Compliance and Business Development Director

Stagecoach South Western Trains Ltd

Friars Bridge Court

41 –45 Blackfriars Road

London SE1 8NZ

Tel: 0044 207 620 5614

Fax: 0044 207 620 5177

email: sgimson@swtrains.co.uk
or

Roger Rampling

Procurement

Address as above

Tel: 0044 207 620 5978

Fax: 0044 207 620 5004

email: rrampling@swtrains.co.uk
website: http://www.swtrains.co.uk
The second tender is for London Midland (Go-ahead/Keolis) and is for between 40 and 120 electric multiple units running in 3 or 4 car train sets with a top speed of 100 miles per hour. The company has invited tenders for 3 lots worth between £85 and £190 million in total. The contracts are expected to run for 6 years and includes the supply of the rolling stock, full-service maintenance contract and operating lease finance. London Midland want the trains to be in revenue earning service by May 2011.

TED document no. 102064-2009-EN (2009/S70-102064)

Contact:

Andrew Tideswell

London and Birmingham Railway Ltd

T/A London Midland

P.O. Box 4323

Birmingham B2 4JB

Tel: 

Fax:
Email: Andrew.tideswell@londonmidland.com
website: http://www.londonmidland.com
Each train should have a minimum of 240 standard seats and 18 first class seats in each 4 car train. The tenders for expressions of interest are open until the following dates: South West Trains – 1 May 2009 and London Midland 14 May 2009.

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=5795
http://ted.europa.eu/Exec?DataFlow=N_list_results.dfl&Template=TED/N_result_details_curr.htm&Page=1&docnumber=2009103452&StatLang=EN
http://ted.europa.eu/Exec?DataFlow=N_list_results.dfl&Template=TED/N_result_details_curr.htm&Page=10&docnumber=2009102064&StatLang=EN
Crossrail Enabling Framework

10 April

Source: Transport Briefing

Crossrail have placed 17 companies on the Enabling Works Frameworks giving them the possibility to bid for enabling works on the Crossrail project. The framework will encompass 4 categories along the whole Crossrail route: demolition, site facilities, civil structures and utilities. 

· Balfour Beatty (civils)

· Bam Nuttall (site facilities, demolition)

· Brown and Mason (demolition)

· Carillion Civils Engineering (civils)

· Clancy Docwra (utilities)

· Costain/Skanska Construction joint venture (civils, utilities)

· Fitzpatrick Contractors (site facilities)

· J Murphy and Sons (civils, utilities)

· John F Hunt Demolition (demolition)

· Keltbray (demolition)

· Kier Construction (demolition, civils)

· Laing O’Rourke (demolition, civils, utilities)

· McGee Group (demolition)

· McNicholas (utilities)

· Morgan Est (civils, utilities)

· PJ Carey (demolition)

· Select Plant Hire (site facilities)

In December 2008 Crossrail awarded the 12 design framework agreements to the following 12 engineering consultancy companies:

· Aedas

· Arup

· Atkins

· BDP

· Capita Symonds

· Halcrow

· Hyder Consulting

· Jacobs Engineering

· Mott MacDonald

· Parsons Brinkerhoff

· Scott Wilson Railways

· WSP

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=5788
Crossrail

7 April

Source: Transport Briefing

The underground section of the Crossrail project will be 21 kilometers, involve the building of 6 new stations and integrating with already existing London Underground stations. The tunnels which will be built will be twin bore and bigger than the London Underground tunnels. The route will run from Maidenhead in the west via Paddington and including an Heathrow airport spur line to Shenfield in the East with the tunnel going north and south at Whitechapel. The three partners who have been chosen to deliver the underground section are Bechtel, Halcrow and Systra.  

Network Rail Publishes 5 Year Works Plan

2 April

Source: Transport Briefing

Network Rail have published its £35 billion five year works plan for the period 1 April 2009 – 31 March 2014.  The full list of items included in the 5 year plan can be found in the Network Rail link. The following is a summary of the major works:

· Reading station upgrade and realignment 

· Kings Cross station refurbishment and upgrade

· Birmingham New Street station refurbishment and upgrade

· Thameslink (London and Home Counties): Blackfriars and London Bridge stations refurbishment and rebuilding, platform lengthening, tracks and new trains

· The Airdrie – Bathgate line reopening (Scotland) – new tracks, signaling, stations etc

· Glasgow Airport Rail Link (GARL)

· East Coast Mainline upgrade

· West Coast Mainline upgrade

· Western line improvements

· St Pancras – Sheffield line speed upgrade

· Platform lengthening on the Southern network

· North London line capacity upgrade

· Works to replace worn-out track, signaling and bridges

· Day to day maintenance and the costs of operating and running the rail network 

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=5759
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/5500.aspx
Crossrail Programme Partner Appointed

1 April

Source: Transport Briefing and Crossrail

The Crossrail company announced that it has appoint the Transcend, a joint venture  comprising of AECOM, CH2M Hill, Nicols Group to be Programme Partners to oversee the delivery of the whole £16 billion Crossrail project. The contract is worth £100 million. The appointment of Transcend now opens the door to appoint the project delivery partner – a contract worth £400 million.  

http://www.crossrail.co.uk/pages/ascrossrailprogrammepartner47.html
March 2009

Hitachi Intercity Express

31 March

Source: Financial Times
The Japanese train maker Hitachi and its UK partners (John Laing and Barclays Bank) in the Agility Trains consortium are reported to have been in contact with rail authorities in several European countries with regard to their new ‘Super Express’ train. Part of the deal for winning the contract to supply up to 1,400 carriages for the Inter City Express programme was that the trains would be built in the UK. The consortium want to build the trains in the UK and to source components from the UK and Europe. It is thought that the body shells of the new carriages may be manufactured in Japan. The link below gives details for suppliers. 

http://www.agilitytrains.com/
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/20eb8096-1d80-11de-9eb3-00144feabdc0.html
Tram Tender (Birmingham)

13 March

Source: Transport Briefing

The West Midlands Passenger Transport Executive has issued a Periodic Indicative Notice (PIN) for 25 trams with a guide price of £45 million. The report says that expressions of interest are not required until an OJEU notice has been posted. Procurement of on-going maintenance may be included in the contract. The company which runs the transport network in Birmingham is called Centro. 

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=5695
http://www.travelmetro.co.uk/contact/customercare.asp
http://www.centro.org.uk/metro/futureroutes.asp
New UK Rolling Stock Company and Train Order

5 March

Source: Department of Transport
The UK government is to set up its own leasing company to speed up the purchase of diesel DMUs/carriages which will form part of the package of 1,300 carriages that are being made for the UK train fleet. The new company will be called Diesel Trains Ltd and will by-pass the three private companies already leasing trains – Angel Trains, HSBC Rail and Porterbrook. The government has also announced that 2002 new carriages will be built for the UK train network. The successful bidder to build these new trains will be announced in April. The value of this contract is reported to be £300 million. 

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=394539&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
February 2009

Crossrail News

25 February

Source: Crossrail News

The Crossrail company have created a new website to give all information on their work including who contracts have been issued to.

http://www.crossrailnews.co.uk/index.php
Public Tender Notices – Rail Equipment

24 February

Source: Public Tenders

Ticket Issuing Machines – Public Tender by Ned Railways for their network

Tender issued: 19.02.2009 – Tender deadline 18.05.2009

http://www.publictenders.net/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=77266&mode=thread&order=0&thold=0
Supply of Ticket Barriers and Gating Systems – Public Tender by Ned Railways

Tender issued: 19.02.2009 – Tender Deadline 18.05.2009

http://www.publictenders.net/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=77268&mode=thread&order=0&thold=0
Edinburgh Tramworks Temporalily Suspended

20 February

Source: Transport Briefing 

The consortium contracted to carry out all infrastructure works for the new Edinburgh tram line has had its work suspended in a dispute with the Transport Initiative Edinburgh (TIE). TIE said that the consortium had tried to impose unacceptable conditions on it. The consortium is comprised of Bilfinger Berger, Siemans and CAF (tram builder). 

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=5646
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/latestnews/Capital-trams-face-70-weeks39.5008455.jp
Transport for London Looks to Hire Trams

18 February

Source: Transport Briefing

Transport for London (TfL) have been in contact with cities in Europe (Koln, Saarbrucken, Bern and Istanbul) to see if they might be able to hire 4 tramsets to overcome a capacity problem on the Croydon Tramlink. At present there are 24 sets on the system. TfL believes that hiring the trams will help it overcome this short-term problem. Bombardier built the trams running on the system at present. 

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=5637
Carillion Win Rail Maintenance Contract

17 February

Source: Building

Carillion Rail have won a 7 year £80 million contract from Transport for London to maintain the new East London line when it is completed. The line will open in 2010.

http://www.building.co.uk/story.asp?storycode=3133153
Intercity Express Train Supplier Chosen

12 February

Source: Transport Briefing

The UK government has chosen the Agility Train consortium (Hitachi, Barclays Bank and John Laing Construction) to build its new Intercity Express Train. The train called the ‘Super Express’ will be built in the UK. The original order was for between 500 and 2,000 carriages but it is thought that this has now been scaled back to 1,400. The train manufacturing facilities which will also be service depots will be sited across the UK as the train will be expected to run on the whole network. There are three variants of the train – electric, diesel and hybrid. However if the UK government gives the go-ahead for the electrification of the Great Western Mainline it is possible that the diesel version will not be built. The cost of the trains will be £7.5 billion and it is expected that they will be in service from 2013. 

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=5594
http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=5593
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=392467&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
January 2009

Train Component Suppliers

26 January

Source: Transport Briefing

Bombardier has reported that it has been experiencing problems in procuring component supplies for the trains it has been contacted to make for several of the UKs train operators (Southern, First Capital Connect and London Transport Overground). They say they have full order books at their train manufacturing facility in Derby but suppliers have had difficulty in obtaining credit from the banks to procure their own supplies.  At present the factory has five production lines in progress making Electrostars for Southern and First Capital Connect, Class 378s for London Overground and underground trains for the Victoria Line and the sub-service lines.

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=5518
http://www.railnews.co.uk/news/general/2009/01/20-bombardier-layoff-workers.html
Firms chosen to renew rail tracks

22 January

Source: Building

Network Rail has named seven firms to undertake the majority of the 800 million ‘Rail Track Enhancement/Renewal Work’ in 2009-10. The funding that has been put aside by Network Rail for this type of work over the next five years is 4 billion. Even though there will be a large amount of work in 2009 it is reported that the intensity and level of work will decrease in 2010 and then increase from 2011. Network Rail hopes new technology in the future will give it greater savings. The seven firms are: Amey Colas, Babcock Rail, Balfour Beatty, Carillion, Grantrail, Jarvis and, Trackwork.

http://www.building.co.uk/story.asp?sectioncode=284&storycode=3131972&c=3
http://www.grantrail.co.uk/
http://www.colasrail.co.uk/amey_colas.htm
http://www.babcock.co.uk/opco/engineer/
http://www.bbrail.com/Home
http://www.carillionplc.com/sectors/sectors_rail.asp
http://www.jarvis-uk.com/jarvisplc/businesses/rail/
http://www.trackwork.co.uk/
December 2008

New Train Tender Notice

23 December

The UK Department for Transport has issued a tender to four shortlisted companies to bid for 200 diesel carriages (presumably DMU units as it is not totally specified in the notice) for the UK rail network. The order will be worth up to £300 million and will be the first that a Chinese company has been considered in the bid stage. The four companies bidding for this contract are: 

· Bombardier Transportation

· CAF (Spain)

· Hyundai Rotem (South Korea)

· Chinese Sourced Railway Equipment (on behalf of CSR Nanjing Puzhen Rolling Stock)

Grand Central railways have already placed an order for trains from CSR Nanjing who will be the first Chinese company to provide rolling stock to the UK and European railways. CSRE has been set up by Grand Central. Bids for this order are due in by 16th February 2009 with final selection by April 2009.

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=388266&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
Scottish Government Transport Plan

12 December

Source: Transport Briefing

The Scottish government has set out its Transport plan for the next 20 years. The plan has 29 points some of which relate to rail and road transport but also to a major construct project to build a new bridge over the Forth river near Edinburgh costing up to £2.3 billion.

Some of the main points are as follows:

· A long term project to electrify the Scottish rail network possibly over 5 phases and each phase costed at between £250 – £500 million. The Edinburgh - Glasgow line would be one of these lines as it is undergoing improvements to increase capacity.

· Replacing and upgrading signaling, improving track layout at junctions and adding new loops of track and double track.

· A new Forth road bridge to take excess traffic off the existing bridge - cost estimate £1.7 – £2.4 billion.

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/12/10101843
http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=5380
Thameslink  Tender 

3 December

Source: Railway Technologies

The UK Department for Transport issued its tender for the manufacture and delivery for 1200 passenger carriages for the Thameslink rail line. The four companies who have been invited are: Alstom, Bombardier, Hitachi and Siemens. Bids will formally be submitted in April 2009 and the contract awarded in March 2010. 

http://www.railway-technology.com/news/news46628.html
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/rail/pi/thameslinkrollingstock/itt/
November 2008

London Underground

26 November

Source: New Civil Engineer

It has been reported that London Underground have a shortfall in their budget for the upgrade of the Piccadilly underground line. The sum of money they have for the work involved is £4 billion but this is £1.5 billion short of what has been recommended. If the money cannot be found it may mean the slowing down of the signaling upgrade work on the line. Reasons for the financial problem have been that London Underground had to buy out Metronet, their PPP partner, who went bust and also their contribution to the Crossrail project.

Work Brought Forward

26 November

Source: Rail news

The UK government announced that it will bring forward funding of £300 million for the delivery of 200 new passenger rail carriages. The government also pledged £45 million to the upgrade of the North London Rail Line. The work involves restoring four rail lines between Dalston Junction and Camden Town. The line will mainly be used by freight trains. It was also announced that the process of procuring the land to build the new Tottenham Court Road station had begun in October 2008 with the aim of starting building work on the station in early 2009.      

Leeds Consultation on future Transport

12 November

Source: Transport Briefing

The West Yorkshire Passenger Transport Executive is hosting an exhibition to highlight its thinking in what it believes are the best transport solutions for the city of Leeds. The main focus will be on trolleybuses and normal buses.

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=5314
http://www.wymetro.com/News/081107-1.htm
London Transport Infrastructure Changes

11 November

Source:

The Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, released a revised transport infrastructure plan for London in which he outlined major changes and £3.7 billion of cuts in spending. The projects, which he says were unfounded, are: (1) Thames Gateway Bridge, (2) London Cross River Tram, (3) Croydon Tramlink extension to Crystal Palace, (4) Oxford Street Tram, (5) 2 new bus transit services, (6) Docklands Light Railway extension and (7) pedestrianisation of some public spaces. The resources he has will be focused on (1) Crossrail, (2) the London Overground Network, (3) the London Underground Network and (4) a cycle hire scheme similar to that of Paris. 

Crossrail Delivery Partner

6 November

Source: Construction News

Three companies/joint ventures (Laing O’Rourke, the JV of Bechtel, Halcrow and Systra and the JV of Balfour Beatty and Parsons Binkerhoff) are believed to have put in bids to oversee the delivery of the £16 billion Crossrail project. An announcement will be made early in 2009 as to who will be chosen. Another competition to choose the project partner to assist with the building of the central tunnel section of the project has yet to be run.

http://www.cnplus.co.uk/News/2008/11/bids_go_in_for_100m_crossrail_role.html
http://www.crossrail.co.uk/pages/formajorprojectcontracts.html
Correction to Informaton

6 November

Source:

Correction to information given about the Reading station remodeling project on 4 November. The 70 firms mentioned have not been invited to tender but have been invited to put forward their ideas for the delivery of the remodeling of Reading station. 

Network Rail Reading station Tender Information

6 November

Source: Network Rail

 The attached links give information as to the upcoming and future tender possibilities for the £425 million Reading station project as released by Network Rail on 6 November. Please not also the information in the procurement section which advises that pre-registering on the website Linkup/Achilles is the most valuable tool for winning contracts.  

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/4664.aspx
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/documents/Consultation/Reading/5305_Supplier%20day%203rd%20nov%20work%20package%20list.pdf
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/5167.aspx
http://www.achilles.com/en/uk/sectors/transport/rail-industry/
New Intercity Express Train Design

5 November

Source: Railway Gazette 

The Express Rail Alliance consortium released a computer generated image of its design for the UKs new Intercity Express train. The consortium is made up of Bombardier, Siemens, Angel Trains and Babcock and Brown.

http://www.railwaygazette.com/news_view/article/2008/09/8841/intercity_express_design_unveiled.html
Delegation from Blackpool in Prague

5 November

Source: Railway Gazette

A delegation from the English town of Blackpool was in Prague to assess the Skoda T14 tram. 

http://www.railwaygazette.com/ur_single/article/2008/11/8988/plzen_works_prepares_to_expand.html
Network Rail Enhancement Tender Information

5 November

Source: Network Rail

The attached link gives information as to the upcoming and future tender possibilities for enhancements on Network Rail.

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/documents/4179_Enhancements%20Anticipated%20Tender%20Programme.pdf
Signalling and Telecommunications Tender Information

5 November

Source: Network Rail

The attached link gives information as to upcoming signaling and communication works to be tendered by Network Rail.

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/documents/4247_S&TAnticipatedTenderProgramme.pdf
Network Rail – Reading Station Job Announcement

4 November

Source: Contract Journal

Network Rail have invited 70 different contractors in various fields of expertise to tender for 25 packages of work on the £425 million Reading station redevelopment. The works are in these main areas: civil engineering, telecoms and signaling, track renewal and construction and station and depot works. There will be a three stage bidding process with successful bidders to be chose by Summer 2009 and work expected to begin at the end of 2009. The full article in the link.

 http://www.contractjournal.com/Articles/2008/11/04/61853/network-rail-invites-70-firms-to-bid-for-425m-reading.html
Crossrail 

4 November

Source: Construction News

The promised funding for the Heathrow airport section of the Crossrail project has been approved by the British Airport Authority. It will put up its agreed £230 million cash injection for the spur line to run from Heathrow to the mainline section of Crossrail into central London.

http://www.cnplus.co.uk/News/2008/11/baa_promises_crossrail_a_230m_boost.html
Network Rail Funding 2009 - 2014

1 November

Source: Contract Journal

The Office of the Rail Regulator in the UK has said that Network Rail will have an operating budget of £28.5 billion for the period 2009 – 2014 for the upgrading and maintenance of the UK rail network. It will receive £26.7 billion from public funds and the railway companies and another £1.8 billion will be obtained from the rent of its properties over the period. Network Rail say that this is £2.5 billion short of it feels it requires over the period. Network Rail will publish its delivery plan for the period in March 2009.

http://www.contractjournal.com/Articles/2008/10/30/61802/regulator-offers-network-rail-285bn-for-2009-2014.html
September 2008

High Speed Rail

30 September

Source: Transport Briefing

The Conservative political party has proposed building a network of high speed train lines across England instead of allowing the building of a third runway at London’s Heathrow airport. If the project was to go ahead it would start in 2015 and be completed in 2027 they said. In another development the Conservative party said they would disband the Labour government’s £2 billion Transport Innovation Fund scheme which is very much linked to congestion type charging. They would give the money directly to local authorities to spend on transport schemes in their own areas.    

Balfour Beatty Win Contract

24 September

Source: Transport Briefing

The construction firm Balfour Beatty has won a £60 million contract to relay, track, double track and electrify the entire route of the Airdrie – Bathgate rail line in Scotland. This is phase 2 of the project to bring back rail services along this line. The work is expected to begin in 2009.

http://www.bbrail.com/Home
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/rail
New Pendolino’s for UK

23 September

Source: Transport Briefing

Alstom has signed a deal to build 106 new pendolino train carriages for use on the UK’s west coast mainline route. The order consists of 4 x 11 carriage new train sets and 62 extra carriages for existing train sets. The deal is worth £1.5 billion and it is expected that they will be fully operational by 2012.

Birmingham New Street Architects chosen

23 September

Source: Transport Beiefing

The architecture firm Foreign Office has been chosen to design Birmingham’s New Street station. The project is costing £600 million.

 ‘Reflective sheets of carefully crafted and finished metal will cover the outside of the station and will incorporate three high tech digital displays highlighting the entrances to New Street. Passengers will move through a re-designed atrium area designed to flood the station with light’.  ‘The £600m Gateway project, a joint scheme between Birmingham City Council, Network Rail, regeneration body Advantage West Midlands and passenger transport executive Centro, will double passenger capacity and create a concourse that is three-and–a-half times bigger than at present and enclosed by a giant light-filled atrium. Platforms will be made more accessible with the installation of 42 new escalators and 14 lifts. Better links for pedestrians to and through the station will be provided by creating eight new entrances’. 

London-Oxford Rail Upgrade

23 September

Source: Transport Briefing

The rail operating company Chiltern Railways is to propose the opening of the disused London Marylebone to Oxford railway line. If approved the estimated £200 million project will be opened for use in 2013. Works will include putting a new spur at Bicester and making two tracks between Bicester Town and Oxford as well as building new stations.  The Chiltern Rail company is also expected to upgrade other parts of its network in the future.   

London Underground 

10 September

Source: Financial Times

The private sector company Tubelines, which undertakes maintenance and infrastructure work on the part of the London Underground network (Northern, Jubilee and Piccadilly lines) has been reported to be facing a 2 billion deficit for the 2nd phase of its upgrade work on the network.  There are two estimates for how much the work should cost – the first is between £5.1 and £5.5 billion and the second (by Tubelines) is £7.2 billion. However London Underground is only able to fund approximately 3.6 billion. There is still two years to go before the second part of this 30 year PPI contract is due to start. 

August 2008

Glasgow Airport Rail Link

28 August

Source: New Civil Engineer

The second phase of the Glasgow Airport Rail Link will start at the end of August. Engineers will remodel overhead line structures with overhead lines transferred to new supports and redundant lines removed. 

http://www.nce.co.uk/transport/news/2008/08/second_phase_starts_for_glasgow_airport_rail_link.html
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/projects/garl/news
Newcastle Metro

18 August

Source: Construction News

Construction News has reported that major renewal works will announced from 2009 on the Tyne and Wear (Newcastle) Metro system. The UK government has provided £300 million of funding for the works will involve modernizing stations, creating a communication system, modernizing overhead power lines, overhauling 160 year old bridges and tunnels and refurbishing up to 90 metrocars that make up the train fleet. The work is expected to take up to nine years and according to the report the company running the network (Nexus) may be looking for a project delivery partner to assist. This is phase two of the project and will take the network up to 2019 when it is expected that new cars will be ordered. The first phase is being undertaken by Nexus itself.    

Rail Exhibitors Exhibition

18 August

Source: Railtex

Rail product manufacturers exhibition in London in March 2009

http://www.railtex.co.uk/page.cfm/link=1/SubscriberID=4676/trackLogID=56216_B262655AEB
Edinburgh Waverly Timetable

12 August

Source: Construction News

The Scottish Transport minister announced that the construction for the £295 million Edinburgh Waverly rail project will start in 2011. A contract notice for the project will be advertised in the Official Journal of the European Union in late 2008. The provisional timetable for the project is as follows:

· Notice in OJEU: end 2008

· Competitive dialogue submission stage: 2009

· Final tender stage: early 2010

· Preferred bidder announcement: late 2010

· Start of site: early 2011

· Trains and infrastructure operating: late 2013  

Major Rail Projects

12 August

Source: Construction News

There are a large number of major rail projects in the UK which will involve both rail engineering and construction works. It is estimated that the cost of works involved comes to more than £24 billion. 

· Euston Station (London) – contractor: to be announced – start date 2012 – end date 2015 – cost £1 billion – redevelopment of Euston rail station to form a multi-use development of around 100,000 sq m on a 17ha site.

· Kings Cross (London) – contractor: Taylor  Woodrow – start date Autumn 2008 – end date 2012 – cost £125 million – construction of an 8,000 sq m, two storey concourse and fitting out the western extension range.

· Kings Cross (London) – contractor: to be announced – start date 2011 – end date unknown – cost £22 million – platform lengthening and shortening, installation of a new footbridge.

· Kings Cross (London) – contractor: bidders are Nuttall and Costain – start date October 2008 – end date 2011 – cost £18 million – refurbishment, renewal and strengthening of the main train shed roof. 

· Reading Station – contractor: to be announced – start date 2009 – end date 2015 – cost £450 million – five new platforms, new underpass at westend of station, new northern entrance.

· Stratford Station (London) – contractor: work given by Olympic Delivery Authority – start date August 2008 – end date not given – cost £104 million – installing lifts, widening platforms and reopening subway. A new entrance will be added at a later date as well as a London underground westbound central line platform.

· Thameslink (Blackfriars station) – contractor: Balfour Beatty – start date January 2009 – end date 2011 – cost £250 million – new station with platforms spanning Thames river.

· Thameslink (Farringdon station) – contractor: Laing O’Rourke and Costain – start date January 2009 – end date 2011 – cost £77 million – platform extensions, new footbridge and station entrance.

· Thameslink (Borough Viaduct station) – contractor: Skanska – start date January 2009 – end date 2011 – cost £63 million – new viaduct and existing viaduct widened.

· Thameslink (London Bridge station) – contractor: bidders are Balfour Beatty, Colas Rail, Skanska, Taylor Woodrow, Laing O’Rourke – start date post 2012 – end date 2014 – cost £90 million – redevelopment of station which involves the construction of 3 through lines in addition to the 6 already in place.

· Victoria Station (London) – contractor: to be announced – start date August 2008 – end date 2010 – cost £145 million – roof renewals on eastern concourse.

· North London Line – contractor: bidders Balfour Beatty, Carillion, Colas and Grant Rail/Fitzpatrick – start date Winter 2008 – end date 2011 – cost £100 million – Four tracking, platform extensions, loops and re-signalling for reduced headways.

· Crossrail – contractors: to be announced – start date January 2009 – end date 2015/17 – cost £16 billion – major remodeling at Paddington station, platform extensions at 20 stations, electrification of track on western route and a number of station rebuilds as well as rolling stock.

· Airdrie to Bathgate (Scotland) – contractor: bidders are Nuttall, Balfour Beatty, Galliford Try, Carillion – start date early 2009 – end date winter 2010 – cost £185 million – new stations at Armadale and Caldercruix, the relocation of Bathgate and Drumgelloch stations and the building of a double electrified track between Bathgate and Drumgelloch.

· Edinburgh Waverley (Scotland) – contractor: bidders are Balfour Beatty, Carillion, Jarvis, Nuttall, First Engineering – start date late 2010 – end date 2013 – cost £295 million – the proposed route will extend 35km of track and will involve revamping three existing stations and building 7 new ones.

· Glasgow – Kilmarnock line (Scotland) – contractor: bidders are Jarvis, First Engineering, Birse, Balfour Beatty, Carillion – start date mid 2009 – end date 2011 – cost £120 million - platform lengthening at Kilmaurs and Dunlop with new platforms planned for Dunlop and Stewarton.

· Newport railway station (Wales) – contractor: to be announced – start date February 2009 – end date 2011 – cost £22 million – regeneration of Newport railway station and surrounding travel areas.

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/689.aspx
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/rail
Thameslink – New Trains

4 August

Source: Rail Magazine

The UK announced a short list of 4 companies – Alstom, Bombardier, Hitachi and Siemens to compete for the contract to build up to 1100 carriages for the upgraded Thameslink line. The specification sets out that the trains should be lighter and more efficient than existing Thameslink trains. At present the trains weigh 30 tonnes but existing Siemens Desiro EMUs weigh 50 tonnes. The timetable for the trains is that they are in service by 2012.

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/rail/pi/thameslinkrollingstock/thameslinkbidders
Trams-Trains for Blackpool?

5 August

Source: Rail Magazine

Rail magazine reported that a decision should be made in September as to whether European funding will be granted for a tram-train project in Blackpool which may eventually be able to merge with the normal tram service in the town. The initial scheme would be a pilot project linking Blackpool with other Lancashire towns. 

New Trains for Scotland

5 August

Source: Transport Scotland

Transport Scotland will put forward £200 million funding for 37 sets of Siemens Class 380 Desiro EMUs. The trains will be used on suburban and long distance routes and also on the new Glasgow Airport Rail Link. The specifications of the trains are similar to those of South West Trains. There will be 22 x 3 car trains and 15 x 4 car trains.

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/node/3343
Newcastle Metro Wins Funding

1 August

Source: Transport Briefing

Nexus, the operators of the Newcastle metro system has won £300 million funding from central government for phase II of its modernization upgrade. The full article is below:

Metro phase 2 rail upgrade bankrolled by government
Filed 31/07/08  

Tyne and Wear passenger transport executive Nexus has secured a commitment of more than £300m commitment from government to invest in the next phase of renewal and modernisation for the Tyne and Wear Metro system.

The announcement on Thursday (31 July) by Rosie Winterton, Minister of State for Transport, to support Phase 2 of Metro re-invigoration is by far the biggest financial deal for Metro since it opened in 1980. It means that Nexus can begin the procurement of an operating franchise.

Total funding for 2010-2019 is expected to be between £291m and £346m. Nexus will also be able to bid for new rounds of funding for asset renewal on a three year rolling basis, to increase funding certainty to between six and nine years.

In addition to investing in modernisation projects costing approximately £350m over the next 10 years the government has agreed to underwrite the operating costs of Metro up to 2019.

The announcement has been welcomed by Nexus, the Tyne and Wear Passenger Transport Authority, business and community leaders in north east England as a vital boost to the region’s transport network.

Metro carries more than 40m passengers every year and has stations in walking distance of one in four homes in Tyne and Wear. Without it there would be 15m more car journeys in the region.

Nexus's Metro re-invigoration plans are split into three phases covering the next 20 years and represent a detailed business and asset renewal plan to secure the system’s future and modernise it to meet future passenger expectations.

Phase 1, already underway, comprises more than £50m investment, including new ticket machines and barriers; a new station at Simonside (opened March 2008), rebuilding of Haymarket and refurbishment of Sunderland stations, and the overhaul of some bridges and tunnels.

Phase 2 will start in April 2010 and last nine years. It will include the modernisation of stations right across Metro, new communications system to manage train movements, modernisation of overhead power lines, plus other infrastructure and technology, the overhaul of scores of bridges and tunnels up to 160 years old, and the complete refurbishment of the 90 Metrocars that make up the train fleet.

Phase 3 will start in 2019 following further negotiations with government. It will see up to a further £300m invested, principally in a new fleet of Metrocars and a new signalling system to manage them. There will be investment in ticket machines, track, overhead lines, structures and stations.

Cllr David Wood, chairman of the Tyne and Wear Passenger Transport Authority, said: "Winning funding for Metro re-invigoration phase 2 is an historic achievement. “When Metro was built in the late 70s it transformed life in Tyne and Wear and gave us a transport network that was the envy of Britain and the world. Today’s commitment by the Government is no less important than that and means Metro is secure for years to come, providing the region with much needed quality transport and jobs."

Bernard Garner, director general of Nexus, said: "Our 40m passengers are already seeing Metro re-invigoration phase 1 take shape around them at stations like Haymarket, Sunderland and Simonside. The deal we have won from government will take modernisation to a whole new level, refurbishing stations and trains and making sure we have the technology in place to deliver one of the best railway networks in the UK.”

Rosie Winterton said: "This new investment underlines the government's commitment to delivering major improvements in the north east. The Metro is an iconic tram system, with a vital role to play for people travelling in and around Tyne and Wear. Almost £300m will be spent to upgrade this service and ensure smoother running trams, better stations, better services and better provision of information to customers." 

Further funding will be sought for major upgrades of busy stations at South Shields, North Shields and Heworth, more park and ride sites and a possible new station in the Hebburn area. Nexus also wants to dual the track through to South Shields to improve services.
http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=5116
http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=5117&PHPSESSID=cca5f5284ee56eba9124559ddee7b660
http://www.nexus.org.uk/wps/wcm/connect/Nexus/
Virgin to buy extra Pendolino carriages

1 August

Source: Transport Briefing

It was reported that Virgin trains have been given permission to oversee the purchase of 4 new 11 carriage pendolino trains and 62 individual carriages to lengthen their existing trains from 9 to 11 carriages on the West Coast Main Line route to Manchester and Scotland. There is also an option to purchase an extra 42 carriages by 2013. The new carriages should be in service by 2012. Each carriage will cost £255 million. The carriages will be built by Alstom.
July 2008

Crossrail Receives Royal Assent

23 July

Source: UK Parliament

The UK parliament has approved the building of Crossrail in London. It is expected that the first piece of major work will begin in January 2009 in Tottenham Court Road, central London. It is possible that there will now be increased activity as regards the setting up of an information and public tendering website for the project. Those interested should keep looking at the website http://www.crossrail.org/home for more and updated information.

Railtex 2009

15 July

Source: Railtex

The UKs largest rail exhibition for railway technology will take place in Earls Court, London in March 2009 – more details in the link

http://www.railtex.co.uk/page.cfm/Link=1/t=m/goSection=9
June 2008

Railway signaling works

27 June

Source: Construction News 

Railway signaling work – agent: Metronet Rail, Templar House, 81 – 87 High Holborn, London WC1V 6NU, tel: 0044 207038 4500 – value £600 million – contact Metronet Rail for more details (Metronet Rail is now port of Transport for London).

http://www.metronetrail.com/default.asp?sID=1121848668562
High Speed Rail?

26 June

Source: Financial Times (24 June)

The Financial Times reported that Network Rail is to launch a review of the future of rail transport in the UK. Its main focus will be on whether new train lines and routes on the UK’s rail network would be feasible. It is felt that the transport corridors that already exist will be full up 2025 and new lines including high speed lines will be necessary. Signalling systems and other improvements will no longer be enough to cope with the expected increase in both passenger and freight and therefore capacity would have to be created. It is envisaged that the extra capacity would be mainly on already busy routes such as in the south east of England. But high speed rail, while sounding an excellent way to go environmentally, would have its drawbacks. Trains in the UK will very soon be undertaking high speed travel on existing tracks and installing new routes on a land full of villages, unlike in France where the TGV runs in empty countryside, would run into much opposition. The first domestic high speed train if ever it gets off the ground would be expected to travel between London and Birmingham via Heathrow airport.   

London Overground Tenders

25 June

Source: Construction News (12 June)

Work is expected to begin at the end of summer 2008 on the last remaining major project on the London Overground train network. The £6.5 million tender will be awarded later in 2008 and is called the Dalston Curve and includes laying tracks from Dalston to Highbury and Islington. The owners of the network, London Underground, have put the job out to its framework contractors which includes Morgan Est, Taylor Woodrow, and Birse Rail. Another tender advertised earlier is due to be handed in to London Underground at the end of July. This is to make four tracks between Stratford and Gospel Oak also on the North London line of the London Overground network. The four companies bidding for this £100 million contract are: Carillion, Balfour Beatty, Colas and a joint venture of Fitzpatrick and Grant Rail. The work also includes platform extensions, loops and resignalling.  

Northern Ireland Train Tender

23 June

Source: Belfast Telegraph

The Belfast Telegraph reported that invitations to tender have been sent to several train manufacturers across Europe to bid for the 20 train contract for Translink worth £100 million. Further information in the link.

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business-telegraph/business-news/article3827364.ece
Manchester Tram Extension

18 June

Source: Oldham Advertiser

It has been reported that the Manchester Metro tram will be extended to the town of Oldham outside Manchester. The £575 million work is to be carried out by the M-Pact Thales consortium of Laing O’Rourke, Grant Rail and Thales UK. The work on the 22.5 KM extension which will also include changing railway stations into Metro stops will start in 2009 and is expected to be completed by 2011. The consortium will supply, among other things, the overhead line, power, communications, passenger information and CCTV and the associated systems information and maintenance services for phase 3 of the project.  

http://www.oldhamadvertiser.co.uk/news/s/1054482_trams_to_arrive_in_oldham_in_2011
http://www.theengineer.co.uk/Articles/306780/GMPTE+chooses+Thales+for+tram+expansion.htm
Manchester Congestion Charge Approved

9 June

Source:

The UK government is to approve the setting up of a congestion charge scheme in Manchester which will run from the outer ring road on the M60 motorway to then a second charge in the city center. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/2085937/Road-pricing-first-scheme-outside-of-London-to-be-announced-for-Manchester.html
Cross-River Tram review

9 June

Source: Transport Briefing

It has been reported that Transport for London is to review whether or not it continues with the Cross-River tram scheme from Waterloo station to south London. 

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=5004
May 2008

London Underground

27 May

Source: The Guardian Newspaper

The Guardian reported that Transport for London (run from the London Mayors office) will take over the contract for updating and maintaining London Undergrounds network from 27 May 2008. The Mayors office has pledged to invest £27 million a day for the next 12 months (1.4 billion over 12 months). Metronet, the company maintaining 9 of the 12 London lines, went into administration in 2007. The new organisation also called Metronet will be fully publicly owned.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2008/may/27/travelleisure.transport
Edinburgh Trams Contract Signed

20 May

Source: Transport Briefing

Transport Briefing reported that contracts have been signed with CAF (trams) and the Bilfinger Berger Siemens consortium (construction and engineering) for the construction of the new Edinburgh tram network. The final price agreed between the parties is £512 million. This first phase of the project will comprise: 27 trams, 18km of track, 9 substations, 22 tram stops and a single tram depot. A second smaller phase is planned in the future but has not been funded.

Initial works began in early 2008 but construction in the city center is expected to start in August 2008 with an estimated completion of January 2011 and trams running in July 2011.

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=4960
Rail Franchise Charge

20 May

Source: Daily Telegraph

The Daily Telegraph reported that the Department for Transport made ‘little noticed’ policy change on 28 March to require a one-off charge of at least £1 million or 5 percent of the value of the change of franchise from companies who take over a franchise to run a rail route from another company.   

Kings Cross Developer Announced

12 May

Source: Network Rail

Network Rail announced that the construction firm Taylor Woodrow as the preferred bidder to undertake stage 1 of the station’s new western concourse. Further details in the link

http://www.networkrailmediacentre.co.uk/Content/Detail.asp?ReleaseID=3685&NewsAreaID=2&SearchCategoryID=2
Belfast opts for buses instead of trams

12 May

Source: Transport Briefing

The Northern Ireland government have announced that according to a study carried out by the engineering group Atkins and consultants KPMG it would be more cost efficient for them to adopt buses instead of trams for the proposed Belfast Rapid Transport System. According to the report the estimated passenger numbers do not justify, at this stage, the provision of a tram network. However the Northern Ireland Department for Regional Development have left the door open for trams if the numbers using the new service increase dramatically. It is not reported how much the scheme including new buses will cost but that £111 million will be provided out of public money. Work on the scheme will begin in 2011.

http://www.drdni.gov.uk/issuesdetails.htm?id=iss30
Glasgow Airport Rail Link

6 May

Source: Modern Railways magazine

The responsibility for the construction of the Glasgow Airport Rail Link has been handed to Transport Scotland from the Stratclyde Partnership for Transport. A new third track will be built alongside the existing two to create extra capacity. The work is expected to start in early 2009 and be completed by 2011.  

London Underground – Piccadilly Line

6 May

Source: Modern Railways Magazine

It has been reported that four firms have been selected to bid for the replacement trains for London Undergrounds Piccadilly line. The four firms are: Alstom, Bombardier, CAF and Siemens. The tender is for 92 x 6 car trains which will interface with the new Thales signaling system to be installed on the line. The whole modernisation programme on the Piccadilly line is due to be completed by 2014. 

April 2008

Manchester Metro contractors announced

25 April

Source: Transport Briefing

It was reported that the Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Executive have announced the M-Pact Thales consortium of Thales, LaingO’Rourke and GrantRail as preferred bidders to design, construct and maintain the major extension of the Manchester Metro tram/light rail network. It is also thought that new lines could be built to extend the system to other parts of Manchester if the city was successful in obtaining new funds from the UK government.

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=4910
Thameslink Station Rebuilding News

15 April

Source: Transport Briefing

Transport Briefing reported that the construction firm Balfour Beatty had been awarded a 15 million contract for work on London’s Blackfriars station. This contract is just for initial works with the main works expected to cost £250 million. The station will be rebuilt and will cover both sides of the river Thames with platforms accommodating trains with 12 carriages. Other stations with major works planned along the Thameslink route include Farringdon and Borough. The works are being carried out for Network rail whose project director for Thameslink works, Andy Mitchell, has said that works on the project can now go-ahead. It is thought that most construction will begin early in 2009.  

Liverpool Mersey tram

15 April

Source: Tramways and Urban Transit magazine (April 2008) http://www.tramnews.net
The Merseyside Passenger Transport Authority instructed its officials to take the steps necessary to revive the Mersy Tram project. Already £50 million has been spent on consultations and other works and it is possible work could begin in 2009 as existing planning permission will expire in 2010. The Secretary for Transport has said in December that so long as the project has strong support the £170 million already pledged by the government will be forthcoming. The chosen contractor, Keolis, are still in support of the project.

Intercity Express Programme

15 April

Source: Financial Times

The two remaining bidders for the UK’s Intercity Express Train Programme – The Express Rail Alliance (Bombardier, Siemens, Angel Trains and Babcock and Brown) and Hitachi were granted an extension to the deadline for submitting tenders from 7 May to 30 June. The reason given for the extension is that both companies are struggling to ‘make sense of the requirements for the trains’. There are three basic designs which should be lighter than traditional vehicles, one of which should be a hybrid mix of diesel and electric all in one unit. Senior executives from rail companies have said that ‘neither the financial aspects of the programme nor the demands of the specification are workable’. Alstom said that it had previously withdrawn from the competition in order to focus on other major opportunities in the UK rail market. The Department for Transport would like the first trains to enter service in 2012 with the order complete by 2015. 

New trams for Croydon (London)

14 April

Source: Wimbledon Guardian (local newspaper)

The Mayor of London, Ken Livingstone, said that if he is re-elected Mayor on May 1 he will authorise Transport for London (TfL) to purchase a fleet of new trams and build an extension to the south west London Croydon tramlink. However this is information that has been in the news previously with TfL already having contacted tram makers with their specifications. Transport for London bought out the present owners of Tramlink for £92 million.  

Thameslink Rolling Stock Project

9 April

Source: Financial Times and Department for Transport

The UK Department for Transport (DfT) has issued an ‘Expressions of Interest (EOI)’ notice regarding its desire to seek tenders from companies to build the new Thameslink rolling stock. The figures given by the department are for between 900 and 1300 EMU carriages of dual voltage (25k V ac and 750 V dc). The first of the trains would be running on the network by 1 February 2012 and the whole fleet delivered by 31 December 2015. Whoever wins the contract to build would have a maintenance contract of between 7 and 10 years. The manufacturer would have to have make sure that the replacement rolling stock could be available up to 30 years after first delivery. The companies mentioned at this stage that may be interested in manufacturing these trains are Bombardier, Alstom and Hitachi. In March 2008, Alstom dropped out of the tender for the Intercity Express Project. The next large project for trains will be for Crossrail but a tender for this is not expected for 2 years.  

The schedule for EOI for Thameslink is as follows:

EOI Notice first advertised – 9 April 2008

Return of EOI – 9 June 2008

Select accredited bidders – Summer 2008

Issue invitation to tender – Autumn 2008

Proposals received – Winter 2008/2009

Contract award – Summer 2009

First trains in passenger service – 1 February 2012

Fleet introduction complete – 31 December 2015

Specifications and further information on the DfTs requirements can be found on the following link. 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/rail/pi/thameslinkrollingstock/
The construction part of the Thameslink project is being overseen by Network Rail. The company is in charge of delivering the infrastructure works such as: extending the platforms to take the 240 meter trains, track and signaling work and the reconstruction of several stations along the route including Blackfriars, London Bridge and Farringdon. 

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/1326.aspx
Crossrail looks for delivery partner

7 April

Source: Transport Briefing

It has been reported that the company running the Crossrail project has begun the process of looking for a delivery partner to oversee the construction of the project. The following information comes directly from the Transport Briefing news release.

The work - which in total is valued at between £375m and £550m - consists of two parts. Lot 1, entitled Programme Delivery Partner, is for a company to help CLRL deliver the overall Crossrail project to time, budget and adhering to quality targets. Lot 2, described as Project Delivery Partner, is for an organisation to be responsible on a day-to-day basis for delivery of the central tunnel section of the Crossrail route. Lot 1 is valued at between £75m and £150m while Lot 2 is between £300 and £400m. 

US engineering firm Bechtel is a front-runner for at least one of the lots after the company lost out to CLM - a consortium of Laing O’Rourke, Mace and CH2M Hill - in the competition to become delivery partner for the 2012 London Olympic Games. Other companies tipped for the contracts are Arup, Balfour Beatty, CH2M Hill and Parsons Brinckerhoff. The appointment of a delivery partner would mean construction of Crossrail could begin as soon as the Crossrail Bill receives Royal Assent, which is expected during the summer. 

Meanwhile, CLRL is seeking up to 20 organisations to participate in the Crossrail Design Consultant Framework contract, offering business worth a total of £300m. 

The frameworks will be used for development of the design for Crossrail to a pre-construction design status; specialist studies and technical support to CLRL; detailed design arising from changes during construction; and checking of contractors’ designs during construction. Interested parties may respond for any number of framework categories with frameworks being awarded for tunnels and shafts, central stations, portals, rail systems, communications and control systems, architectural component design, and materials and workmanship specification. 

As one of the most high profile engineering projects in Europe the invitation to tender for elements of the Corssrail scheme design is expected to attract considerable interest. Arup, Atkins, Halcrow, Mott MacDonald and Scott Wilson were appointed design consultants in 2006 and are likely to pitch for work on the next stage of the project. 

All contracts are expected to last for 10 years with an option to extend, should completion of the Crossrail scheme be delayed for any reason. Expressions of interest for the design framework must be submitted in writing to CLRL by 12 May while parties interested in the delivery partner lots have until 16 May. 

CLRL has also published a periodic indicative notice which says that it expects to spend £160m on enabling works for Crossrail over the coming 12 months. Such work could include utility diversions, demolitions, site investigations, rail infrastructure modifications, environmental mitigation, traffic management and civil engineering works in advance of any of the main works contracts.
http://www.crossrail.co.uk/
http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/
Transport for London and Metronet

2 April

Source: Financial Times

Metronet, the company which was contracted to upgrade 9 of London’s underground routes, has resolved part of its dispute with TfL over its contract to supply new trains and signals for the network. Bombardier, part of the consortium making up Metronet, has agreed to pay Westinghouse Rail Systems to withdraw from a project to re-signal all of the undergrounds shallow surface lines.  The original contract was worth £550 million. It will now be re-tendered by Transport for London. Bombardier is also giving up maintenance work on all London lines except the Jubilee, Piccadilly and Northern lines. Bombardier will however retain its contract to supply 238 trains for the network of which 47 will be for the deep-level Victoria line and 191 for the sub-surface lines.      

London Overground Trains

2 April

Source: Transport Briefing

Transport for London are to order 7 more 4 car sets from Bombardier for the London Overground network. This will be in addition to the 47 x 4 car sets that have originally been ordered. The type of trains are Class 378 duel voltage and are being built at Bombardiers manufacturing facility in Derby. The first sets are expected to be delivered in late 2009/early 2010.  

March 2008

Sheffield Tramtrain Experiment

19 March

Source: Various

The Yorkshire city of Sheffield is to be the first area in the UK to undergo an experiment of tram train technology. 5 new tram trains will replace existing services on a 37 mile line between three cities. Sheffield which already has a tram system will host the 2 year experiment on its existing tram lines. The testing is due to start in 2010 and has been welcomed by both Network Rail and Northern Rail (Train Operating Company) who will organise a tender for manufacture of the vehicles.

http://www.localgov.co.uk/index.cfm?method=news.detail&id=65031
http://www.gnn.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=361417&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=True
http://www.sypte.co.uk/news/SYPTE+Welcomes+Tram-train+Trial+Announcement.htm
http://www.northernrail.org/news
Croydon Tramlink

19 March

Source:

It was announced that Transport for London will take over the running of the 28 km Croydon Tramlink service from its present operators Tramtrack Croydon Ltd. The changeover of operators will take place in summer 2008 and has cost Transport for London £98 million. Transport for London is still hoping to attract government funding for its extension to the network.

Infrarail 2008

17 March

Source:

The UK’s biggest rail exhibition, attracting exhibitors from 203 companies - Infrarail 2008 - took place in the National Exhibition Centre in Birmingham between 11 and 13 March. The exhibition attended by manufacturers, suppliers, rail construction and service providers including the leading UK and some of the biggest foreign firms with manufacturing or service facilities in the UK rail sector to show existing products and release new ones. With emphasis on the estimated £30 billion UK rail market the main firms which exhibited at the show were Ansaldo, Bombardier, Siemens, Balfour Beatty Rail Technologies, Bosch, Unipart/Dorman, Corus, Husqvarna and TUV SÜD Rail. There was also a stand from the Department for Transport which teamed up with Crossrail, the company in charge of the £16 billion project to build a new train line from the west to the east of London while passing through it completely underground. 

The representatives from the 
Czech Embassy who visited the exhibition spoke to companies who already have contacts with Czech manufacturers of rail products. There are many large programs of work either happening or in the pipeline which may be of interest to Czech companies these are: Crossrail, Thameslink, Reading and Birmingham station refurbishments and the Airdrie to Bathgate line (Scotland) to name just a few.

To register for information on the Crossrail project to be sent by email either phone 0044845 602 3813 or email helpdesk@crossrail.co.uk  

It is expected that procurement information will be published this summer after the project obtains final Parliamentary approval.

Information on the Thameslink program can be found on  

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/1326.aspx The project is being managed by the joint venture Balfour Beatty and Carillion.

More information on this event and contact details for all the firms participating as well as details on next years event – RAILTEX 2009 can be found on the following link.

http://www.infrarail.com
Newcastle Metro Rail upgrade

10 March

Source: Transport Briefing

Transport Briefing reported that the Newcastle Metro company Nexus had progressed to Phase 2 of upgrade work for the network. The nine year project will begin in 2010 and as yet has not been tendered. The £255 million project to be completed by 2018 will include the £15.7 million refurbishment of 90 metrocars, the £14.5 million laying of a second track along a section of the system, the 5.1 million modernization of South Shields station, £5 million for North Shields station, a new interchange. There will also be improved communication systems, an improvement to track and power lines and other modernization work including stations on the system. Phase 3 which is planned from 2019 includes the procurement of new trains for the system.     

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=4772
http://www.nexus.org.uk/wps/wcm/connect/Nexus/Nexus/Metro+Re-invigoration/Nexus+news+-+Metro+Re-invigoration+garners+cross-party+support.

http://www.railway-technology.com/projects/tyne/
High Speed Rail Network?

10 March

Source: Observer Newspaper

The Sunday Observer newspaper reported that Atkins Rail had undertaken a survey for the UK Department for Transport to find out if it was possible to build a high speed rail network in the UK. Full story in the link.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2008/mar/09/transport.labour
New Trains for Thameslink

10 March

Source: Transport Briefing

Southern Rail which has the francise for Thameslink services running both north and south through London have ordered 11 further 4 car Class 377 Electrostar trains from Bombardier. The trains will be added to the 12 sets ordered in May 2007. The trains will be built in the UK’s only train manufacturing facility in Derby.

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=4773
Diesel Train Tender Opportunity (Northern Ireland Rail)

7 March

Source: Translink

The Northern Ireland transport service company, Translink, issued an Expression of Interest notice on 5 March 2008 for 20 diesel trains. The deadline to express an interest is 7 April 2008.  Please see the attached link for further information.

http://www.translink.co.uk/tenders.asp#TIMED11
Alstom drops out of Intercity Express Programme tender

6 March

Source: Rail Magazine

Rail magazine reported that Alstom has dropped out of the bid process to supply the UK’s Department of Transport with 1300 rail vehicles for its IEP project. The remaining two bidders who had expressed an interest to supply trains are Express Train Alliance (a consortium comprising Bombardier, Siemens, Angel Trains and Babcock and Brown) and, Hitachi Europe Ltd. The last link is the original tender document from the Department for Transport.

http://www.rmtbristol.org.uk/2008/02/alstom_withdraws_from_iep.html
http://www.railway-technology.com/projects/intercityexpress/
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/rail/pi/iep/iepinvitationtotender/iepinvitationtotender.pdf
UK Rail Suppliers Service

5 March

Source: achilles.com

There is one registration site for suppliers of rail products who wish to tender and receive information on products and services needed by the UK rail industry.  

http://www.achilles.com/UK/services/Link-up+suppliers+service/
February 2008

Rail Telecommunications Contract

20 February

Source: Forbes 

The French firm Thales has won a £12.3 million contract to supply telecommunications infrastructure for the first phase of the new East London train line. The contract was awarded by Balfour Beatty and Carillion, a joint venture formed to manage the rail project for Transport for London. 

http://www.forbes.com/afxnewslimited/feeds/afx/2008/02/19/afx4668658.html
Blackpool Tram Project

19 February

Source: Rail Magazine and Telephone Interview

As reported previously Blackpool trams has been granted £60.3 million from the Department for Transport towards a new fleet of trams. The Operations Director of Blackpool Tansport Services, Mr Oliver Howarth, has said that they are ‘looking for a fleet of 15 or 16 articulated vehicles for services with a possible delivery date of 2014’. The tender documents have been prepared and a short list of 8 companies have been chosen. The grant from the government and other monies pledged by Blackpool Borough Council and Lancashire County Council will also contribute to other necessary works. It is hoped that in the future an extension could be built but this is a separate project. Mr Bruce Allen is the Principle Transport Policy Officer for Blackpool Borough Council.  

Liverpool Tram News

18 February

Source: Liverpool Daily Post

The Liverpool Daily Post reported that the Liverpool Passenger Transport Authority has voted to authorise to take the necessary steps to revive the tram project as previously proposed. The Transport Secretary is reported to have said in December 2007 that if a case can be made to show strong support in the area for the trams then the government would release the £170 million plus interest that had previously been sought.  

http://www.liverpooldailypost.co.uk/liverpool-life-features/capital-of-culture/2008/02/18/liverpool-s-tram-plan-back-on-agenda-64375-20488105/
Blackpool Given Tram Funding

1 February

Source: Government News Network

The Government News Network reported that the UK Department for Transport will provide £60.3 million out of £85 million to upgrade track and stops and for the purchase of 16 new trams for Blackpool. Blackpool Borough council and Lancashire County Council will provide £25 million.  Blackpool Borough Council runs and owns the tram network. Please see links.

http://www.gnn.gov.uk/Content/Detail.asp?ReleaseID=349555&NewsAreaID=2
http://www.blackpool.gov.uk/
http://www.blackpool.gov.uk/Services/S-Z/TenderingOpportunities/
http://www.thisislancashire.co.uk/news/headlines/display.var.2012194.0.85million_tramway_development_planned.php
January 2008
Olympic park Rail Transport

28 January

Source: Olympics Delivery Authority

The Olympics Delivery Authority has released updated information on progress on rail projects around the Olympic park site. The Initial information regarding the works was published in 2007.

http://www.london2012.com/news/media-releases/2008-01/progress-on-transport-works-keeps-olympic-park-plans-on-track.php
Extra Trains Ordered

28 January

Source: Transport Briefing

Transport Briefing reported that the rail stock leasing company ‘Angel’ has signed a contract with Bombardier for the supply of 12 DMU Class 172 - 2 car diesel multiple units which have a value of £33 million. The trains will be built at Bombardiers UK facility in Derby. The trains will be used for the London Overground and Chiltern networks. The trains will be delivered between the fourth quarter of 2009 and the third quarter of 2010.
Glasgow Crossrail

22 January

Source: Transport Briefing

The Stratclyde Passenger Transport Authority (Glasgow) has published a report giving support to the building of the Glasgow city Crossrail project. The project estimated cost of 187 million would see approximately 5.5kms of track laid or restored and 3 new station built. The report now goes forward to the Transport Scotland and Network Rail for their consideration. 

Birmingham Trams

16 January

Source: Transport Briefing

It was announced that the UK government has re-designated an area on the proposed route of a new tramline in Birmingham as a town center. This strengthens the case for an extension to be built.  Further information below:

Brierley Hill tram project gets regional planning boost
Filed 16/01/08  

Plans to extend Birmingham's Metro tram system have taken a step forward with the government’s designation of Brierley Hill/Merry Hill as a strategic town centre.

By revising the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy to include the new designation, communities secretary Hazel Blears has effectively strengthened the business case for an 11km Metro line, which would start from the existing route at Wednesbury and run through Dudley and the Merry Hill Centre to terminate at Brierley Hill. However, despite Merry Hill shopping centre owner Westfield pledging to contribute £36.5m towards the cost of the line (Transport Briefing 02/08/06) and the government granting a Transport & Works Act order for the project (Transport Briefing 21/12/04), a complete funding package has yet to be agreed.

The Phase 1 Revision to the RSS includes new policies to define broad areas for regeneration and growth, a new policy which replaces Dudley with Brierley Hill/Merry Hill as a strategic centre, and revisions to transport priorities to reflect the current status of transport proposals in the Black Country.

Baroness Andrews, Lords Minister for Planning, said: "The revision provides a basis for the much needed regeneration of the Black Country. This is essential to improve economic performance in the West Midlands region. These policies will promote the development of attractive environments for people to live and work in."

The West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy provides the framework for local planning documents. This revision was requested by the Secretary of State in 2004. A Phase 2 Revision to the RSS is currently being consulted on.

December 2007

New Trains Ordered

18 December

Source: 

According to a report by ETA the West Midlands rail company have ordered 27 new Turbostar trains from Bombardier for approximately £92 million. They will be leased from the train leasing company Porterbrook. 

 http://www.eta.co.uk/news/newsview.asp?n=945
Intercity Express Trains

18 December

Source: Transport Times p.7

Transport Times, the online monthly free magazine reported on the Department for Transport (DfT) specifications for their recently tendered Intercity Express Train fleet. As reported previously the DfT in their tender specified that they are looking for between 500 and 2000 vehicles to serve the UK Intercity routes from 2014. There are 3 types of train specified (1) Electric, (2) Diesel and (3) Bi-mode (electric/diesel). The electric trains would run on the UK standard 25kV AC overhead electric cables, 750V DC third rail power and non-electrified routes. However the article quotes Newcastle university as saying that the bi-mode is a wasteful concept. Further specifications for the trains are: 

Length: 260 meters 

Max weight: (1) electric –362t, (2) diesel – 392t and (3) bi-mode - 385t. 

Target weight: (1) electric – 332t, (2) diesel – 368t and (3) bi-mode – 350t

Energy efficiency: Electric – 31% better than the existing trains with a target of 37 % on the London to Newcastle route with a specified number of stops.

Diesel – 17% better than the existing with a target of 33% on the London – Bristol route.

The bidders are: (1) Alstom and Barclay Bank rail group, (2) Express Rail Alliance – Bombardier, Siemens, Angel Trains and Babcock and Brown and (3) Hitachi Europe.   

http://www.transporttimes.co.uk/
Glasgow Metro Rail Study

14 December

Source: Stratclyde Passenger Transport

The Stratclyde Passenger Transport Authority announced that it was going ahead with a second study to see if it was feasible to build a new metro line in Glasgow. The new line would use some of the old disused railway tunnels. The company carrying out the consultancy estimated that the cost of building the new line would be between £60 and £210 million.
http://www.spt.co.uk/news/story454.html
November 2007

Tram Link for Bournemouth?

19 November

Source: Bournemouth Echo weblink

This newspaper article gives information on a possible new tramline in this south west England costal town.

http://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/latestnews/display.var.1840938.0.trams_idea_to_ease_gridlock.php
http://www.bournemouth.gov.uk/Residents/Planning_Development/default.asp
Intercity Express Train Programme – Invitation to Tender and specifications

16 November

Source: Department of Transport

The Department of Transport has issued the Invitation to Tender and Train Technical specifications for the 1300 train power units and vehicles which it wishes to purchase for the UK Intercity Express Train network. Previously it was reported that 3 groups had expressed an interest in tendering for the project (see 17 August).

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/rail/pi/iep/iepinvitationtotender/
Deutsche Bahn buys UK rail firm

8 November

Source: Transport Briefing

The German State railways company Deutsche Bahn has been given approval to buy the UK rail firm English, Welsh and Scottish Railway Holdings. EWS supply trains and materials for a wide range of commercial activities including track enhancements on the West Coast Mainline upgrade and Manchester Metrolink (tram) renewals.

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=4501&PHPSESSID=b4fd044af4a483aa9326ebc63b900eea
Liverpool Tram System

5 November

Source: Transport Briefing

It was reported that the Liverpool tram project could be back on track with in months as local and central government officials say they are near to agreeing a deal on a funding package for the project. In October 2007, Alistair Darling announced that he had increased by 2.25 percent the amount of funding from central government funds for local transport initiatives. Mersey Travel retains the legal power to build the system up to February 2010. 

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=4491
New Trains for Northern Ireland

5 November

Source: Transport Briefing

The Northern Ireland Executive published a draft budget in which it has allocated funding for 20 new trains and a rapid transit system for Belfast. The total funding for infrastructure projects over the next three years is £5.6 billion with £137 million invested in railways. The new trains would be procured to replace existing rolling stock and increase capacity. Work will also be carried out on certain parts of the rail network to allow for an increase in speed and capacity. The rapid transit system could be a new tram network but this has not been decided as yet. It is anticipated that a rapid transit system would be operational from 2012. 

http://www.transportbriefing.co.uk/story.php?id=4483&PHPSESSID=93f0f168c28bdce7e0da0a60060a8d61
http://www.drdni.gov.uk/
http://www.translink.co.uk/news2.asp
Network Rail 10 billion five year expansion

1 November

Source: The Times newspaper

The Times reported that Network Rail would be looking for at least 1,000 new engineers as it sets out to deliver a £10 billion program of investment and improvements over five years. Engineers will be recruited from all over the world due to the expansion in passenger numbers on the UK rail network. In 2008 spending on improvements to the network will rise to 2.3 billion from 600 million this year. The Network Rail business plan for the next five years will double the spending on rail expansion schemes from £4.3 billion to £9.6 billion. An extra 100,000 seats will be provided with the addition of new trains and carriages. 

http://business.timesonline.co.uk/tol/business/industry_sectors/transport/article2781441.ece
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/4355.aspx
October 2007

Rail Industry Projects – news site

25 October

Source: Rail People

Website which has information on all UK rail projects.
http://www.railwaypeople.com/rail-industry-projects/index.html
Edinburgh Tram 

24 October

Source: Builder and Engineer Online

It was announced that a consortium led by Bilfinger Berger and which includes the Siemens Group has been chosen to design and build line 1A of the Edinburgh tram system. The building work is expected to begin in February 2008. The whole contract is worth £500 million and includes the trams (by CAF) worth £30 million. Further information in the links.

http://www.builderandengineer.co.uk/news/infrastructure/construction-consortium-for-edinburgh-tram-contract-913.html
http://www.civil.bilfingerberger.com/index.php?id=483&L=1
http://news.scotsman.com/scotland.cfm?id=1696892007
Newcastle Metro System

22 October

Source: Rail magazine Oct 10 – 23 (Issue 576)

A report in Rail magazine outlines some of the problems and proposed works on the Newcastle system in the next few years. The system called Nexus and operated by the Tyne and Wear Passenger Transport Authority has been in operation since 1980. The planned works would come in three phases with the first phase already started and due to be completed by 2010 (new ticket machines and barriers, redevelopments and modernisation of some stations, improvements to train fleet, infrastructure and technology). In January 2007, leaders of Newcastle’s local government presented their plans for improvements and their request for £650 million. There has been no public word from the Department of Transport as yet. The other two phases as of interest to Czech companies are:

Phase 2 scheduled to begin in 2010 and costing £255 million:

Refurbishment of all 90 Metrocar trains; construction of 2nd track along an existing section; modernization of communications equipment; refurbishment of track and overhead line equipment; modernisation of infrastructure and technology.

Phase 3 scheduled to begin in 2018 and costing £280 million:

Replacement fleet of new Metro trains; overhaul and maintenance of structures; modernization of signaling systems; installation of new ticket machines; overhaul of track and overhead line equipment; modernisation of other infrastructure and technology.

 http://www.nexus.org.uk/wps/wcm/connect/Nexus/Nexus/Metro+Re-invigoration/
There is also the building of new station infrastructure due to take place in Newcastle see link:

http://www.nexus.org.uk/wps/wcm/connect/Nexus/Nexus/Haymarket+Station/
http://closegate.com/h.htm
Liverpool Trams

18 October

Source: Liverpool Dailypost

A report in this newspaper suggests that Liverpool could use the new tax that the Chancellor has given permission for to provide funds to build the proposed Liverpool tram system.  

http://www.liverpooldailypost.co.uk/liverpool-news/regional-news/2007/10/17/new-liverpool-business-tax-may-revive-trams-64375-19962703/
Blackpool Tram News

18 October

Source: Blackpool Gazette

The information about trams in Blackpool in this article regards the closing of the system for the winter period in order that essential maintenance can take place and the fire which took place on the tram from the British firm Tram Power. The burnt out tram went on fire during testing due to an electrical fault. The prototype tram is being rebuilt by the company but cannot be tested until November 2008 due to the maintenance work and the summer season.   

 http://www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk/blackpool-news/Tram-back-on-track.2923441.jp
Strathclyde Passenger Transport Authority

16 October

Source: Strathclyde PTA

This is a new on-line information and tendering site for the SPTA in Glasgow. 

http://spt.g2b.info/index.htm
Glasgow Subway Redevelopment

16 October

Source: Strathclyde PTA

The SPTA announced that they are to undertake a feasibility consultation on how to redevelop and possibly expand the Glasgow subway system.

http://www.spt.co.uk/news/story436.html
London Crossrail

11 October

Source: Construction News

Cross London Rail Link (CLRL), the owner of the Crossrail project, have spoken to

potential  bidders for the 16 billion construction project. The potential bidders are:

Balfour Beatty, Carillion, Costain, Morgan Est, Nuttall, Sir Robert McAlpine and Taylor 

Woodrow. However, procurement cannot begin until Parliament passes the Crossrail legislation. The article also mentioned that CLRL had also held briefings with some of the

anticipated main suppliers to the project. It did not mention if this also included the train

manufacturers.  It is expected that the legislation will be passed by Spring 2008 by which

time CLRL will be starting work on appointing the main contractors. The main works are

expected to start in 2010 and the anticipated completion date is 2017. Part of the work will  involve building new stations underground as well as tunneling under London for

approximately 21 kilometers.

Timetable:

2008 Spring – Royal Assent by Parliament

2008 Summer – Construction procurement begins

2009 – Advanced works/utilities diversion works

2010 – Main construction works begin

2017 – Rail services begin

http://www.qsweek.com/nav?page=qsweek.news.main&view_resource=7030570
http://www.mottmac.com/projects/?id=31790
London Crossrail

10 October

Source: Transport Briefing

Transport Briefing reported on some of the details regarding the funding and ownership of the Crossrail project. The main points are as follows:

· Transport for London (TfL) is in charge of delivering the project.

· Cross London Rail Links is 50/50 joint venture between TfL and the Department for Transport (DfT).

· Funding will come from the DfT (£5 + billion), TfL (£5 + billion) to be funded by fares and business rates and by the Corporation of London (£5 + billion). 

· The project is expected to get Royal Assent in Parliament in 2008 with construction starting in 2010. 

London Crossrail –Government Funding

1 October

Source: BBC News

BBC news reported that the UK government has agreed to part fund the Crossrail transport project. The report did not say how much the government funding would be but previous indications are that it could be up to £6 billion. The rest of the estimated £15 billion cost of the project is to come from Transport for London and a special tax on firms in the City of London. More information on funding will be announced in the governments spending review in October.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/7021945.stm
http://www.campaignforcrossrail.com/news/newsletter_autumn07.pdf
Glasgow-Edinburgh Line Electrification

1 October

Source: Transport Briefing

The railway line between Glasgow and Edinburgh in Scotland is to be electrified. The work is estimated to cost between £500 million and £1 billion. There is no information on a start date. The Scottish government has decided not to go ahead with the Edinburgh Airport Rail Link.

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/09/27165759
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/
Tubelines Suppliers Link

1 October

Source: Tubelines

Information on how to supply Tubelines (London Underground).
http://www.tubelines.com/aboutus/suppliers/index.aspx
September 2007

Trams for Edinburgh

21 September

Source: The Herald

The Herald reported that the Spanish engineering company CAF has won the contract to build and maintain the 27 trams for Edinburgh, Scotland.

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1704460.0.0.php
London Crossrail

21 September

Source: Bloomberg

It was reported that London business leaders met with the Secretary of State for Transport regarding funding for the Crossrail project. Business leaders and the London First group were confident a deal could be worked out. A spokesperson for the Department of Transport said that Crossrail should be part of the governments spending review plans to be announced in October 2007.

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601102&sid=aZ0ZDre8QNNU&refer=uk
Trams and Congestion Charging

19 September

Source: Manchester Evening News

This report suggests that the deal that Manchester City Council made with the government over congestion charging in Manchester means that they will have the extra funding necessary to expand the tram system in that city. This could mean that other cities in the UK may think of expanding or building tram networks with this method of funding.

http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/s/1016873_ccharge_boost_for_trams?rss=yes?rss=yes
Transport for London – Underground

12 September

Source: The Times

London Underground is bidding for the contracts to update and maintain the underground lines. The private company Metronet had responsibility for maintaining 9 of the 12 lines before it went into administration in July. If London Underground wins the 30 billion contract it will possibly split the work between the maintenance of track and stations. However there are expression of interest from other private companies of which Tube Lines is one. Tube Lines maintains three of the lines. The company running the projects while Metronet is in administration is Ernst and Young. 

Trolleybus for Leeds

1 September

Source: Today’s Railways Magazine

The company running transport services in the city of Leeds has announced that it has received £150 million for the first phase of a trolleybus network. The network will follow the same route which was envisaged for an earlier tram scheme which was not implemented due to government objections over the cost. 

http://www.wymetro.com/ProjectsAndPlans/Tram-trainsandtrolleybuses/Trolleybuses.htm
Network Rail Procurement

1 September 

Source: Today’s Railways Magazine

Network Rail held a meeting with 100 of its main suppliers to discuss new contracts with the company. Network rail spends 4 billion each year on works, services and products using the suppliers system Link Up managed by Achilles. There are 20 major suppliers who work with Network Rail and also take up to 50 percent of contracts. At present Network Rail has 5,000 listed suppliers of which 4,000 were engaged in supplying goods or services last year.  

http://www.achilles.co.uk/Group
August 2007

New Trains Ordered

20 August

Source: Porterbrook

Porterbrook (subsidiary of Abbey National bank) announced that it had signed a contract with Siemens for 37 4-car Class 350 Desiro Electric Multiple Units to be used on the newly created West Midlands line. Deliveries are expected to begin in October 2008.   

http://www.porterbrook.com/english/newspages/story47.htm
Infrarail Exhibition 2008

17 August

Source: Infrarail

The organisers of Infrarail 2008 have announced that ON-Track exhibition space has almost been sold. Further information about the exhibition is on the following link.

http://www.infrarail.com/
http://www.infrarail.com/page.cfm/link=22/SubscriberID=4676/trackLogID=42534_7C0325864B
Intercity Express Project – shortlist to tender

17 August

Source: Guardian Newspaper

The UK announced that it had chosen three groups to tender for the 500–2000 vehicle Intercity Express Project. The three groups are: Alstom – Barclays, the Express Rail Alliance (Bombardier, Siemens, Babcock and Brown and Angel Trains) and, Hitachi Europe. All three groups already run or will run depots in the UK (Hitachi to deliver the Javelin Train in 2009). The specifications for the trains are that they are built from a lightweight material and be able to run on interchangeable between electricity and diesel lines. They will also be designed to run as hybrid diesel trains. It is expected that the initial 5 sets will be tested on the East Coast (Kings Cross – Edinburgh) and Great Western (Paddington – Penzance) Mainlines in 2012 with the introduction of the rest of the trains in 2015. The whole contract which includes servicing is said to be worth 4 billion. The invitation to tender will be issued in autumn 2007 with the contract expect to be awarded in winter 2008/2009. This order for trains is in addition to the recently announced order for 1,300 carriages. 

http://politics.guardian.co.uk/publicservices/story/0,,2150738,00.html?gusrc=rss&feed=19
Manchester Metro Tram track work

8 August

Source: Manchester Metrolink

A tender has been issued on the European Union Journal (OJEU) website for major track work on the Manchester Metro tram system.  

 http://www.pbworld.co.uk/index.php?doc=7&aid=50
http://www.metrolink.co.uk/index.asp
London Underground

2 August

Source: 

Transport for London are reported to be in discussions with un-named interested parties who are interested in taking on the work remaining after the firm Metronet went into administration. 

http://www.hemscott.com/news/latest-news/item.do?newsId=47556025474668
West London Tram

2 August

Source: Mayor of London’s Office

Transport for London (TfL) have announced that they have decided to scrap the West London Tram scheme IF the government gives a positive decision that they will give permission to the construction of Crossrail in London. One of the major problems holding up Crossrail is the question of funding. The new proposal from TfL is to have a better bus service along the same route as proposed for the tram.   

http://www.london.gov.uk/view_press_release.jsp?releaseid=13158
Newcastle upgrade plan unveiled

1 August

Source: Modern Railways magazine

Tyne and Wear Passenger Transport Committee gave details of some of its future plans for the Metro system run by Nexus. It is in discussions with the Department of Transport over its proposed £600 million modernisation scheme.

· First planned improvement is for new ticket machines which will take notes and coins and also ticket gates at main stations – cost £20 million;

· Programme to upgrade stations with improved waiting areas, information (possibly information technology) and walkways – budget £74 million;

· Refurbishment for the systems Metrocars (carriages) – budget £17 million;

· New fleet of trains for the whole system to be introduced by 2018 – budget £163 million;

· Complete overhaul of signalling, communications, track, bridges and tunnels – budget £290 million;

· Track doubling between the stations of Pelaw and Jarrow are expected to start after 2009 at a cost of £14.5 million. 

http://www.nexus.org.uk/wps/wcm/connect/Nexus/Nexus/Metro+Re-invigoration/
http://www.nexus.org.uk/wps/wcm/connect/Nexus/Metro/Contact+us/Nexus+-+Metro+-+Contact+us+%28Metro%29
http://www.railway-technology.com/projects/tyne/
http://www.northeastcouncils.gov.uk/newsroom/view.cfm?ni=353
Edinburgh Tram

1 August

Source: Modern Railways magazine

The Scottish Parliament voted to give the go-ahead to the Edinburgh Tram scheme which will cost a minimum of £600 million. There is still no decision on the Edinburgh airport rail link (EARL). The Glasgow Airport Rail Link (GARL) has been delayed by one year (2011) to take into account signalling work in the same area of Glasgow. 

http://www.spt.co.uk/garl/
http://shandwick.fs-server.com/spt/pressrelease.php?id=40
http://www.earlproject.com/news/items/20070720.php
London Suburban line upgrade

1 August

Source: Transport for London

Transport for London has announced that the UK government is to make available £18.5 million for the upgrade the Gospel Oak – Barking rail line in north London including new trains. Network Rail will also be contributing an additional £16.5 million and undertaking the track upgrade work. 

http://www.tfl.gov.uk/corporate/media/newscentre/5617.aspx
Intercity Express Trains

1 August

Source: Modern Railways

In March 2007, the UK government announced a major procurement programme for between 500 and 2000 new rail vehicles for the Intercity network. The date for companies or groups to make their expressions of interest to bid for the tender was in March 2007. The Department for Transport has said that they would like to see a first set of experimental trains operating on the East Coast mainline route in 2012 and after a successful completion of trials the rest to be on UK intercity routes starting in 2014. There have been expressions of interest from 1 group and 3 individual companies. The group comprises of Bombardier, Siemens, Babcock and Brown and Angel and the companies: Alstom, CSRE (China) and Hitachi. Of the other major rail vehicle manufacturers who have not yet come forward Modern Railways magazine have suggested that CAF and Talgo of Spain could come together to bid for the project.    

July 2007

Docklands Light Railway

25 July

Source: Contract Journal

It has been reported that Skanska/GrantRail has won a bid on new construction, station upgrades and track conversion worth £67 million. This is part of a £238 million contract for the DLR which Skanska won earlier in 2007.

http://www.contractjournal.com/Articles/2007/07/25/55702/skanskagrantrail+team+wins+67m+dlr+deal.html
http://www.skanska.co.uk/
http://www.grantrail.co.uk/default.asp
Government Transport White Paper

24 July

Sources: Financial Times p.2, The Times p1, 4 and Daily Mail p.6 (25.07.2007)

The Department of Transport published its White Paper – ‘Delivering a Sustainable Railway’ – on 24 July. The paper sets out the government’s plans for the railways over the next 30 years. The Government’s main ambitions for the railways are: 

· To be able to handle double the level of today’s passenger and freight traffic;

· Is safer, reliable and more efficient;

· Can carry a more demanding and affluent population and;

· Reduction of the railways carbon footprint and improved environmental performance.

The main projects that will be covered during this period are:

· Increasing capacity up to 2014 by providing funding for an extra 1,300 new carriages – procurement will begin immediately;

· Additional new infrastructure to handle the extra capacity – rebuilding major railway stations, lengthening platforms, upgrading existing stations and electricity supply, and track layouts;

· The Thameslink rail corridor between Bedford and Brighton via central London will have new trains and infrastructure;

· Beyond 2015 the East Coast and Great Western mainlines will need upgrading;

· Intercity Express trains will enter service on the East Coast and Great Western routes;

· Cab based signalling will be implemented on a greater proportion of the network;

· By 2020 all trains will be accessible for disabled people;

The main areas of growth are the London-Birmingham-Manchester and the London corridors. For the London corridor (Thameslink) it has been decided that trains would be up to 16 carriages in length rather than having double-deck trains. The cost of these improvements to the UK railways will be mostly paid for by the travelling public. The Government will continue to subsidise the railways with £3 billion but expects the receipts from fares to increase to £9 billion by 2014 which is supposed to pay for any deficit. The Thameslink corridor has been costed at £5.5 billion, refurbishment at Birmingham and Reading stations (including a new track layout at Reading) to cost £128 million and £425 million respectively. In addition the upgraded 150 stations will cost £150 million. There is no mention of the Crossrail project (worth £15 billion) due to the fact that it has not been passed through Parliament yet. This is expected to take place in the autumn with Royal Assent early next year. 

The White Paper is in the following link.  

http://www.dft.gov.uk/about/strategy/whitepapers/whitepapercm7176/
Thameslink to receive backing

20 July

Source: Reuters

Reuters reported that the UK government is to give backing to a £3.5 bn plan to upgrade the Thameslink rail line between the towns of Bedford and Brighton via London. The announcement is due to be made in the week 23 –27 July with the publication of a document detailing rail plans for the next 30 years. According to the news release transport such as light rail are also to be looked at. There will also be two new main stations on the route and backing for the redevelopment of Birmingham New Street. 

http://uk.reuters.com/article/domesticNews/idUKL2065287820070720
Metronet and Transport for London

19 July

Source: The Times/ Financial Times p.2

The firm Metronet (WS Atkins, Balfour Beatty, Bombardier, EDF energy and Thameswater) went into administration after it failed to obtain extra funding to continue its work for London Underground. Work will not be affected as Transport for London will continue the program of updating the network until a new contractor is found to take on the contract.

Greater London Low Emission Zone

10 July

Source: Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders

The London Mayors office will enforce a new Low Emission Zone (LEZ) in the Greater London area from the 4th of February 2008. The vehicles that will be affected will be older diesel-engined lorries, buses, coaches, large vans, mini buses and some other vehicles. The scheme will be introduced gradually from 4th February 2008 – January 2012 with different vehicles being introduced over the period i.e. February – 12 tonnes and over and from July 2008 vehicles over 3.5 tonnes. The scheme will work in the same way as the London congestion charge zone with number plate recognition being compared to a central database. At this point in time it is assumed that foreign registered vehicles will not have to pay or comply as their registration numbers are not on any UK vehicle database and thus they cannot be traced.

Intercity Express Project (IEP)

4 July

Source: Rail Magazine (issue 569)

Bombardier and Siemens are joining their efforts to tender for the IEP which will see 2,000 units of new rolling stock built for the UK rail network. The new trains will replace the existing High Speed Trains which are 30 years old. The group is called Express Rail Alliance and also includes Angel Trains (investment) and Babcock and Brown (advisory). In the case of the IEP three train types (diesel, electric and hybrid) will have to be developed simultaneously. The majority of the work will have to be undertaken within 18 months of the contract award. If the group win the contract the trains would be built in Derby (UK) and Erdingden (Germany).      

Siemens Carriage Order

4 July

Source: Rail Magazine

Siemens have been awarded the contract to build 37 new four car electric Desiro train sets for the new West Midlands rail franchise to be run by the Govia group The Department of Transport has also specified that 27 Class 172 Turbostars are to be built by Bombardier in Derby by 2010. There will also be £11.5 million in station investment on the network.    

Infrarail Industry Event

4 July

Source: Infrarail

The annual Infrarail industry event will take place in the NEC in Birmingham from 11 – 13 March 2008. Please see note above (20th June) for report including rail industry contact details.

http://www.infrarail.com/page.cfm/link=12/GoSection=4
Blackpool Tram Network

4 July

Source: Rail magazine (issue 569)

The Blackpool tramway is to be closed from November 2007 to May 2008 for essential track repairs and renewals.

Liverpool Trams?

4 and 16 July

Source: Rail magazine (issue 569), The Times

The outgoing Deputy Prime Minister indicated that the Merseytram light rail scheme could still be revived if Liverpool city council were to introduce a congestion charging scheme to help pay for it. In 2005, the Department of Transport had refused to fund the scheme due to the cost. The UK government is considering introducing another local business tax that can be used by local authorities for transport and infrastructure projects such as Crossrail in London, the Newcastle Metro renovation or extensions to the Manchester tram system. 

http://business.timesonline.co.uk/tol/business/economics/article2080593.ece
London Crossrail

4 July

Source: Financial Times p.3 

Alistair Darling, the new Chancellor, said that he recognized that the city was very important to the UK economy and he would like to build Crossrail but said that the private sector must contribute to the project. He said that the city have done a lot of talking but have not come forward with any concrete funding proposals as yet.

New Train Contract

4 July

Source: London Mayor’s Office

Bombardier announced that it had signed a new contract for the supply of 36 extra carriages for the new Overground Line (Type: Class 376). The carriages are in addition to the 44 new train sets ordered by Transport for London for the line and due to be delivered by 2011. The new trains will be Electrostar 378.

http://www.mayorwatch.co.uk/news.php?slug=London%20Overground-Signs-GBP-36m-Train-Contract&article_id=713
June 2007

Tram Trains

27 June

Source: West Yorkshire Metro

Officials from the cities of Leeds and York are visiting the German city of Karlsruhe to see what they can learn about the benefits of tram trains. This is a long term project for the West Yorkshire region and was reported on in the light rail section. This project would be developed with Network Rail as the trains would run on the national rail network and possibly some presently disused rail lines. Another city that has discussed tram trains is Middlesborough. Contact details for information same as for trolley buses above (Trolley bus for Leeds? 20 June).

http://www.wymetro.com/News/070625-2.htm
Trolley bus for Leeds?

20 June

Source: West Yorkshire Metro

The Leeds city transport operating company ‘Metro’ has announced that it has received financial backing from the regional transport committee to implement a trolley bus project. The route is 20 km long and follows the same route that would have been taken by the Leeds Supertram. The scheme will be presented to the Department for Transport later in 2007 for approval. Various other schemes also have to be looked at by the Passenger Transport Executive.  

Contact details for the Head of Project: 

Louise Porter

West Yorkshire Passenger Transport Executive

 0044 113 348 1702

louis.porter@wypte.gov.uk 

http://www.wymetro.com/News/070614-2.htm
Information about supply

20 June

Source: Achilles Group

Website that gives information on who to initially contact about how to supply companies in the UK rail industry.   

 http://www.riagb.org.uk/supply.htm
http://www.achilles.com/Group
Report on the UK rail industry

20 June

Source: Infrarail

The attached report gives an overview of the rail industry in the UK. It was forwarded by the company Infrarail which also has a rail event planned for 11 – 13 March 2008 in Birmingham (please see link). 

http://www.infrarail.com/files/the_uk_rail_infrastructure_market.pdf
http://www.infrarail.com/page.cfm/link=12/GoSection=4
Rail carriage replacement

20 June

Source: Rail Magazine

The magazine Rail (20 June – 3 July) reported that the rail franchise ‘Merseyrail’ (Liverpool) run by NedRailways and Serco are planning to replace all their Class 507/508 fleet of trains.  

http://www.serco.co.uk/markets/transport/operations.asp
http://www.nedrailways.com/html/merseyrail.html
http://www.merseyrail.org/
New London Heavy Rail Franchise

20 June

Source: Transport Briefing

The company MTR of Hong Kong in alliance with Laing Rail will run the new London Overground franchise. Bombardier have been chosen to supply the new ‘Electrostar’ rolling stock (Type: Class 376).   

London Crossrail

19 June

Source: Financial Times p.4

If the Crossrail bill receives royal assent as expected in the spring of 2008 the timetable for works may be as follows: Autumn 2008 – planned start of enabling works and compulsory purchase orders; 2009 – scheduled start of tunneling and civil engineering works; 2015 – first trains run on parts of the line; 2017 Crossrail completed. The government is determined that they will not repeat the mistakes that led to the bill for the Olympics to escalate out of control.

Information on the 1,000 new train carriages

London Crossrail

18 June

Source: Financial Times p.1

The Crossrail enabling bill is expected to be passed by parliament this summer and receive royal assent in the first quarter of 2008. By that time the Treasury will have agreed a funding package to pay for the scheme estimated to cost approximately £15 billion. Payment for the project may be broken down as follows: one third paid for by the government, one third through a special business rate supplement on the largest city companies and the final third through fares.

Commercial Vehicle Show news

18 June

Source: Society for Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT)

CV Show visitors - success confirmed 
The UK’s CV Show organisers say the Audit Bureau of circulations has confirmed that 27,071 visitors came to the 2007 Commercial Vehicle Show in April. “Over three very busy days more than 1,000 exhibitors on 618 stands played host to those 27,000 visitors,” said David Sedgley, CV Show chairman. “People were doing deals within minutes of the doors opening and business continued at a multi-million-pound pace until the end of the show three days later.” Hundreds of exhibitors say they plan to return next year, following outstanding successes at this year's event. “Since the show closed we've had exhibitors virtually queuing to tell us about their successes and how impressed they were by the calibre of visitors across all transport sectors. Above all, exhibitors look for purchasing power and decision-making authority among their guests and the show delivered again.” The organisers plan to mail details of the 2008 show to potential exhibitors in early July. 

More from Robin Dickeson on +44 (0)2 073 449 222 or rdickeson@smmt.co.uk 

Edinburgh Airport Rail Link

4 June

Source: Scottish newspapers

It is reported that the Scottish Executive (government) has postponed a decision on the building of both the Edinburgh Tram and the Edinburgh Airport Rail Link (estimated cost £650 million). The ruling party, the Scottish National Party (SNP), are against both projects on cost and logistics criteria but have decided to report to the Scottish Parliament their decision at a later date. 

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1436656.0.0.php
http://news.scotsman.com/edinburgh.cfm?id=853832007
New Carriage Details

1 June

Source: Modern Railways magazine

Modern Railways magazine reported that it is expected that the UK government will issue a statement in July about who will be supplying some of the new 1000 train vehicles that were mentioned in March 2007.  Thameslink is a train operating company which runs in the south east of England and will have extra carriages added to their existing trains. Network Rail is the best organization to contact if more information is required. The Intercity Express Trains mentioned are test trains. The table below outlines the recipients and numbers.  

The 1000 new vehicles (Modern Railways, June 2007, p.6)

	Type/Maker
	Number of Trains
	Formation (cars)
	Total Vehicles
	Expected Delivery Date

	Intercity Express Project (pre series)
	10
	5
	50
	2012

	Thameslink
	
	
	240
	2011

	Class 390 Lengthening/Alstom 
	53
	2
	106
	2009

	London & Southeast
	
	
	390
	

	Regional
	
	
	60
	

	West Midlands franchise/Siemens
	
	
	180
	

	Total
	
	
	1,026
	

	
	
	
	
	


May 2007

Manchester Piccadilly Platform

30 May

Network Rail announced that they have awarded a £15 million contract to construction firm Robert McAlpine to build a new platform in Manchester Piccadilly station to serve Manchester airport. More information from Network Rail. 0044207 5578000
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/
April 2007

Network Rail Investment Plan

5 April

Source: Construction News  

Network Rail announced a £2.4 billion investment plan for the UK rail network over the next two years. The work will involve lengthening platforms, adding new ones in some places, laying new tracks and new signaling.  There will be over 900 schemes over the period. The companies which are currently sharing track renewal works are: Carillion, Balfour Beatty, Jarvis, First Engineering, Grant Rail and, Amey SECO. All works will be looked at separately by Network Rail, the private company which has responsibility over the networks infrastructure.     

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/3851.aspx
March 2007

Airdrie – Bathgate Rail Project
28 March

Source: Network Rail/Transport Scotland

Network Rail are looking at speeding up the re-introduction of a train line between the Scottish towns of Airdrie and Bathgate. The work, which has been passed by the Scottish Parliament (28 March 2007), links Airdrie and towns down the line to Edinburgh’s Waverley rail station for the first time in 50 years. Transport Scotland said that the work estimated to cost £300 million should start soon with the first phase between Edinburgh and Bathgate, beginning with double tracking the line. It is expected that the line will be fully operational by December 2010. Transport Scotland has committed a maximum of £299.7 million to the project. 

Further information:

http://www.airdriebathgateraillink.co.uk/
Waverley/Borders Rail Project

28 March

Source: Network Rail/Transport Scotland

This project aims to re-establish a rail link between Edinburgh and the Scottish central borders area by 2011. This project is seen as the first step in re-connecting Edinburgh and Carlisle in England. This line had been closed in 1969. The joint promoters of the scheme are the Scottish Borders Council, the City of Edinburgh Council and the Midlothian Council. The time scale for the project envisages that construction work would begin in 2008. Further information should be obtained from Transport Scotland 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/defaultpage1221cde0.aspx?pageID=172 

or Network Rail 

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/1346.aspx
http://www.waverleyrailwayproject.co.uk/
New Mainline Carriages

14 March

Source: Department of Transport and, Rail Magazine

In a speech to the rail industry the Secretary of State for Transport said that his department was in discussion with manufacturers about delivering one thousand new carriages for the whole network. These trains would be in addition to the ones to be ordered for the intercity network and would be added onto existing trains to increase capacity. Rather than the train leasing companies purchasing the trains the government would be the owners and leasers to the train operating companies. In addition to the carriages new work has been announced to upgrade and lengthen station platforms and for new signals. The main train manufacturing companies making rolling stock for the UK are: Bombardier (factory in Derbyshire), Alstom and Siemens. 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/press/speechesstatements/speeches/railmagazine
http://www.forbes.com/afxnewslimited/feeds/afx/2007/03/14/afx3515371.html
New Mainline Carriages

8 March

Source: Department of Transport

The DfT announced that it was beginning the procurement process for the UK’s next generation of intercity trains. It is estimated that between 500 and 2,000 new pieces of rolling stock will be required. The expected time scale for them to begin usage on the UK’s intercity networks is 2014 and to have a life expectancy of 30 years. There will be a first batch of trains delivered before that date in order to put them under test. Companies already building trains running on the UK’s network include: Bombardier (factory in Derbyshire), Alstom, Siemens, Hitachi and, CAF. 

http://www.gnn.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=269618&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/rail/pi/iep/iepojeunotice
January 2007

Piccadilly Line Underground train procurement

15 January

Source: www. tubelines.com

The company Tube Lines which is responsible for the running of the Piccadilly, Jubilee and Northern lines has issued a tender for the manufacture of new underground trains. The rolling stock is to be introduced in 2014. The European Union tender was issued on 17 January 2007 and the deadline is 19 February 2007 for either the reception of the tender or the expression of interest to participate. The European Union reference number is: 012797-2007. The notice from both the company and the EU journal have been pasted below as the links timed out. 

http://www.tubelines.com/news/releases/200701/20070115.aspx
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1.2.   
GB a oblast MÝTNÉHO (Road Pricing)

Road Pricing in the UK (2007)
Introduction:
There is a debate taking place at present as to how to reduce congestion on the United Kingdom’s roads. Not only are the roads within the cities and towns full of cars and lorries but so are the motorways with major delays occurring at particular points and times. The present methods of taxing road use is based on a tax on each vehicle (Vehicle Excise Duty (VED) or road tax) and a tax on fuel (fuel duty) but these are now considered as unsuitable measures to either manage the growing level of traffic or reduce carbon emissions from vehicles. The present government has plans to change the system to charging each vehicle for the distance it travels while at the same time reducing and perhaps cutting out road tax and fuel duty (unlikely). The United Kingdom government is the only one to propose such a scheme at this time. At present there are only three actual road pricing schemes in the United Kingdom: the congestion charges in the cities of London and Durham (north east England) and a toll on the privately built and operated M6 toll road in the west midlands (a small number of road bridges also have tolls). An added incentive for a change to charging for distance traveled is that foreign lorries which are not presently required to pay to use the UK’s roads would have to pay (apart from the three schemes mentioned above).  It is almost certain that the system chosen for road charging will be based on using the Galileo satellites with cars and lorries being fitted with a satellite navigation box. It is expected that the scheme will be in use by 2015.

Present System of Road Pricing: road tax, fuel duty, congestion charge and toll road.

In 2004, there were 412,703 kilometres of all types of roads in the United Kingdom (figures include Northern Ireland), of this 3,638 kms are motorways and 71,698 kms are “A” roads.
 It is also estimated that there are 28 million cars and private light goods (plg) vehicles and 430,000 lorries and buses registered (these figures do not include foreign registered vehicles in GB).
 The VED, which every motorcycle/car/small vans (there are certain exemptions) has to pay, is based on the size of engine and its carbon emission rating (with smaller/less polluting engines paying less). The highest amount to be paid in the motorbike/car/small van category is ₤300. In the case of a large vehicle such as a lorry or bus the price is based on either the number of seats, the weight or the number of axels the vehicle has: the lowest and highest prices to be paid are ₤165 and ₤1,850 (for 12 months). There is a reduction if a vehicle has an engine or uses fuel that emits less pollution. 

Fuel duty is an indirect tax the government imposes on each litre of fuel bought and is collected at the petrol pump. The present duty for petrol and diesel is 47.10p and 27.10p for biofuels per litre and, 9p per kg for gas used in vehicles. Fuel duty is estimated to raise £23 billion per annum. Fuel duty was raised in the 2007 Budget by 5.8p per litre over three years to begin in October 2007 (petrol/diesel/bio-fuels 1.25p and gas 3.21p).
 In 2003/04, road taxation revenue collected by the Treasury was ₤27,498,000 (fuel duty –₤22,561,000 and VED – ₤4,937,000)

Apart from the taxes above which are collected by the Treasury there are two road charging schemes in the UK and a number of toll bridges: The congestion charging schemes are in London (2003) and Durham (2002). Both are based on charging a vehicle going into a certain zone. The charge in London lasts for the whole day and one can go in or out as many times as needed. Entry to the zone is monitored by cameras linked to a national database taking readings of a vehicle’s number plate. In the financial year 2004/2005 the congestion charge grossed approximately £96 million profit. As regards charging foreign registered vehicles the congestion charge has not been very successful. Almost 157,000 penalty notices have been issued to foreign registered vehicles but only 17,000 have been traced and forced to pay the £100 penalty charge.  The method of charging in Durham on the other hand is as the vehicle is leaving the zone. The present charge in London is ₤8 and in Durham ₤2. 

The 42 Km (27 mile) M6 toll road in the West Midlands, opened in 2003 and built and by the private consortium CAMBBA (Carillion, Alfred McAlpine, Balfour Beatty and AMEC). This is a parallel road to the M6 motorway and is meant to divert some of the traffic from the motorway. The price of traveling on the road from 06.00 –23.00 is ₤2.50 for motorbikes, ₤4 for cars and ₤8.00 for lorries and HGV. It is ₤1.00 cheaper outside of these times. The road is leased to the building consortium Midland Expressway Limited (MEL) until 2054 at which time it will revert back to the government. The original estimate for construction and design was ₤485 million but the final cost was ₤905 million. The Australian construction group Macquire own seventy percent of MEL.  

Future Road Pricing Plans: the plan, why, how, technology, possible cost and revenue, standardization of price, will it reduce car use and carbon emissions? 

The 2004 white paper ‘The Future of Transport’ sets out the government’s proposal to change the way Britain’s motorists use and pay for the roads. Instead of building new roads the government plans to either add additional lanes to some of the existing motorways or to use the emergency services lanes at certain points and times to increase traffic flow (pilot project on M42 in progress). Although these are just two of the measures being taken to tackle congestion the main one is the way all vehicles will eventually have to pay to use the roads. The present system, described above, would change to a pay as you go distance charging system in which all vehicles would pay only when they use the roads. The white paper mentions that the present sources of road taxes would be reduced however, other sources have mentioned that both VED and fuel duty would be scrapped. In addition and although not specified in any official documents, the fact that new fuels and cleaner engines are being developed would mean that there would be less income from fuel duty. Cleaner cars/engines at present attract little or no VED. 

Even though there has been no public announcement on which type of technology the government favours, it is assumed that a national road charging system would be based on using small satellite navigation kits (such as sat navs) up linking to the European Space Agencies Galileo satellites. These would cover the whole of the UK allowing the government to set prices at a national rate. It is also assumed that present road-charging schemes, such as the congestion charge in London, would also be set on the same national level with revenue possibly going directly to the Treasury rather than the London Mayors office as is the case at present. 

The Department of Transport (DfT) feasibility study in 2003 mentioned that the cost of setting up a national road charging scheme could be between ₤10 and ₤62 billion with the biggest cost being the vehicle on-board technology. The cost of running the scheme is estimated to be as much as between ₤3 and ₤5 billion per annum. The annual costs would comprise of the back office systems, handling payments and enquires, enforcement and, compliance costs for industry. It is estimated that prices for road usage would begin at 2p (for quiet roads outside peak times) and extend to ₤1.34 per mile (for major roads during peak times). Revenue would be in excess of ₤9 billion per annum with benefits due to time savings to people and industry of an extra ₤12 billion. The DfT conducted a study which concluded that a ‘national scheme had the potential to cut congestion by about 40% with only 4% less cars using the roads”.
    

First Steps - cities to begin charging: pilot project studies, improved public transport 

In November 2005, the government announced that it had allotted ₤7 million out of the ₤18 million it has earmarked for local authority studies on whether or not the introduction of congestion charges in their built up areas would help to reduce traffic. The study from the West Midlands towns of Birmingham, Coventry and Wolverhampton have suggested that the local authorities should introduce some form of charge to drive in the area. However what type is as yet unknown as it should be compatible with any government plans for a national road charging scheme. Any scheme for the Birmingham area is estimated to cost ₤4 billion with some of the money being used to improve the transport infrastructure.  

In a change to the way drivers in London are charged, the Mayor of London is considering changing the way drivers pay for using London’s roads. There are a number of proposals which are being looked at which will have a large impact upon drivers in the London area. The first proposal would be to charge according to the CO2 emission rating that has been given to each vehicle by the MOT test and which is held on the DVLA computer. The second is to use a tag and beacon system which is mounted on gantries on roads around London. This scheme would also be extended to town centers outside central London. This is already being tested in south London. Neither scheme would happen before 2009 but a step beyond that is the introduction of a London wide (inside the M25) road charging scheme to be paid by all vehicles as to the distance traveled/time spent in the zone.  In fact this last part is to become reality in February 2008 with the introduction of the Greater London area Low Emission Zone (LEZ). This zone will affect all diesel engine commercial vehicles driving in the London area. The charge will be levied on all vehicles which do not have either a Euro III or IV engine or one that has been converted to reduce its particulate emissions. There is no indication as to how this zone will be enforced or if foreign registered vehicles will have to register. The daily charge for unregistered vehicles will be £200 per day with a £1000 fine if not paid.         

Political and Public Support
To carry out such a controversial scheme, such as road pricing, the present Labour government will need cross party and public support as it is the political will rather than the technological gap that will see national road charging implemented. The Liberal Democratic Party support the idea of national road charging due to their policy of the ‘polluter pays’ principle. The Conservative Party, at present, seem to be intent on only changing HGVs on motorways. They propose a number of schemes which will tax UK and foreign HGVs driving on the UK roads. It is unclear how they propose to do this but they have said a discussion paper would be published in 2007. The public will want to see a real reduction in congestion, not just on the main roads, a decrease in road casualties and in response to climate change, a lowering in CO2 emissions before they give support. In addition the public would like to see that any extra revenue collected by the government is spent on public transport, better roads and traffic management. In February 2007, almost 1.8 million signatories sent a petition to Tony Blair expressing their objection to the road pricing plan as presented by the government. 

Road Pricing (24 May 2007)

On 22 May 2007, the government published a draft road transport bill enabling local authorities to implement local road pricing schemes without the prior approval of the Secretary of State for Transport. Under existing legislation local authorities are entitled to propose a road pricing scheme to the Secretary of State for Transport (Transport Act 2000) and to use the revenues for local transport related activities. The draft bill sets out the proposal that local authorities would no longer need to seek approval to introduce road pricing. The draft bill also sets out further proposals such as the interoperability of schemes and standardization of data formats. The benefit to the government of the proposed bill is that they would not be directly responsible for any of schemes should they prove unpopular with the public. Even though there would have to be further legislation to introduce a nationwide road-pricing scheme many of the regulations and technologies for local schemes would be standardized to allow for implementation of national road pricing should this happen. 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/regional/localtransportbill/
Presently 10 local authorities have already implemented some form of local road charging projects in their area (including Manchester, Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridgeshire and, Tyne and Wear). It has been reported (24 May 2007) that Manchester may be the first area to introduce a local pay as you drive scheme. The city would at first use a system of road side gantries and cameras in the direction of the city center. The scheme would initially only operate during the most congested times.  The leader of Manchester City Council said that the scheme would be preceded by an increase in the tram system, buses and trains. The scheme, proposal to go to the government in July, has been costed at £3 billion and it is understood that the council would seek £1 billion from the governments Transport Innovation Fund and to borrow a further £2 billion which would be repaid by income from road charging.      

 http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article1832281.ece
The main cities (regional areas – Manchester and Birmingham) that have been marked out as possible trail areas for road pricing have said that they do not expect to begin pilot schemes before 2012. They are also demanding that the government invest heavily in public transport before they give the go-ahead for their areas. The Guardian newspaper mentioned that road pricing trails are due to start in 2008 with hundreds of cars testing the technology without paying a charge. Manchester will initially use a gantry system similar to that used in the Czech Republic and then move onto satellite technology. Manchester estimates revenue that could be collected is £118 million per year.  Satellite technology is already being used in the UK by the insurance company Norwich Union when it sells pay-as-you-drive insurance. A box in the car transmits data, via satellite, about peoples driving habits (types of roads used, distanced traveled, speed, time of day) to a control station and the user is billed monthly.       

http://www.eta.co.uk/news/newsview.asp?n=799
1.3 Light Rail Systems in the UK

Birmingham Midland Metro
Basic Facts:

The Birmingham Midland Metro was built and is run by the Altram consortium (Travel West Midlands (part of National Express group plc), John Laing plc and Ansaldo Transporti).  Line 1 (the only line at present) runs between Birmingham and Wolverhampton and was opened for public use in 1999. The promoters of the scheme are Centro and the West Midlands Passenger Transport Authority. Altram were granted a 23 year concession to run the 21 km line 1 service.

Contact details: information correct as of 01.02.2007

Mr Peter Adams (Assistant Director Midland Metro)

Centro House

16 Summer Lane

Birmingham B19 3SD

Tel: 0044 121 214 7342

web: www.centro.org.uk
Derek Pearce

Procurement and Insurance Assistant Manager

Address as above

Tel: 0044 121 214 7420

2003: Centro and The West Midlands Passenger Transport Authority (PTA) submitted an application to the government to fund an extension to the system. The Department of Transport rejected the application.

2006: In October 2006, a MP for the West Midlands region set out the case for the extension to this system. She said that 25% of the funding required had been secured from local sources including private developers. The transport secretary said that the PTA and Centro had applied for the extra funding from the Regional Funding Allocation fund but the government decided to delay a decision to fund the extension until early in 2008. This was due to the fact that the Passenger Transport Authority and Centro had been unable to obtain resources from the West Midlands Regional Funding Allocation for the scheme. The PTA/Centro will be applying to the governments Transport Innovations Fund in July 2007. The decision from this bid will not be known until late 2007 or early 2008. Presently the project has been costed at £409 million. The process for the allocation of funding is that the full cost will have been ascertained before funding is granted. According to the website railway technology it is proposed that all 16 of the existing trams would be replaced when the extension is built.
 The extension would also mean that extra new trams would be required. 

This section on the tram systems in the UK will provide information on the schemes in Nottingham, Sheffield, Birmingham, Edinburgh, Teeside (Middlesborough), Belfast, Glasgow, and Newcastle (Tyne and Wear).

In October 2006, the Nottingham NET Tram system was allocated government funding of approximately £400 million to build a new line/extension to the existing system. The joint promoters of the scheme are Nottingham City Council and Nottinghamshire County Council. The tram service is run by the French company Transdev and the existing trams were made by Bombardier.
 Contact details for the project are in the following link.
 

The Sheffield Supertram, which has been running since 1984, had been hoping to extend the system. However the Department for Transport rejected funding to the proposed extension in July 2006.
 

The Department of Transport has said that it would be considering whether to ‘grant conditional approval’ to an extension the Birmingham Midland Metro only in early 2008. The promoters of the system have so far been unable to find funding but will begin looking at the Transport Innovation Fund for the extensions they propose. The West Midlands TIF bid is not due to be forwarded to the DfT until July 2007.
 The Midland Metro website gives details of the proposed new extensions and contact details of one of the schemes promoters the other promoter is Birmingham City Council
 and contact details for the project team.
 A report from the BBC mentioned that Birmingham was looking for £430 million funding from central government.
 Midland Centro presently run trams built by Ansaldo (Italy).
 

The Edinburgh tram scheme received backing from the Edinburgh City Council in December 2006. The final say for the estimated £600 million plus scheme will be taken by the Scottish Executive in March 2007 with construction work provisionally planned to begin in April 2007. It is estimated to have the first line open by 2010/2011 and then to build a second line. The tender process for tram supplier was closed in February 2006 with 4 manufacturers short-listed out of 11 applications.
  According to Rail magazine (January 3 –16 2007) the construction contracts are to be tendered in early 2007. The tendering process for the manufacture of the trams is between Alstom and CAF (Spain) (20 March 2007)
    

The Tee Valley (Middlesborough) in North East England have unveiled a scheme to bring a tram-train vehicle to the region.
 The tram-train would run on existing rail tracks and even share tracks with heavy rail vehicles in places. According to Rail magazine (November 22 -  December 5 2006) it is similar to the Manchester Metrolink in its mix of street running in town and city centers and the ability to run on existing train lines. The area transport committee
 set out their proposal for the scheme in a document to the Department for Transport in October 2006.
 

The West Yorkshire (Leeds area) region has also proposed a similar idea on lines between some of the major cities and towns in the region. Their proposal for an integrated regional transport system centering on Leeds is part of their 25 year plan for the region.
 The scheme would cost an estimated £4.5 billion. According to the Yorkshire Post the idea is ‘inspired by similar schemes in Europe’. The West Yorkshire passenger transport executive will be making an appeal to the government for funding early in 2007.
       

In January 2007, the Department for Regional Development in Belfast commissioned the company W S Atkins to undertake a study into the feasibility of light rail in the city. The use of trams is just one of a number of transport options being considered one of which is the tram bus which is already operating in some UK cities.
 Two routes will be studied for suitability and the report on the study is expected to be ready by the middle of 2007. The Department of Regional Development in Belfast is responsible for this stage of the project. Contact details for the department are included in the link

Glasgow has decided to run a Tram-Bus along the route that it may have chosen for the use of normal trams. The service which will begin in Autumn 2007 and will run along a dedicated route. In October 2006 Glasgow City Council issued their draft document on transport in the city in which it was mentioned that it hoped that the Stratclyde Passenger Transport (SPT) regional strategy document (2nd phase consultation -12.01 – 12.02.2007) would identify which sections of the city’s heavy rail lines could be converted to light rail transport use. In addition the SPT document will be setting out the regional transport strategy for the next 15 years including the long term plans for the redevelopment of the Glasgow subway. 

On a different topic the Glasgow Airport Rail Link has recently received approval to build a new rail line from Glasgow city center to Glasgow Airport. The service will be run along a network of existing and newly built tracks with a combination of existing and newly procured trains (tender not announced yet). The first trains are planned to run at the end of 2010. The design and technical consultants for the scheme is the company Atkins. (GARL contacted and asked for more information)

On 25th January 2007 the company running the Tyne and Wear (Newcastle) Metro has put forward a business case to the government for £600 million funding for the network over the next 20 years. Money will be spent on such items as track replacement, initial refurbishment and eventual replacement of the entire metro fleet.
     

� � HYPERLINK "http://www.rail-reg.gov.uk/upload/pdf/294.pdf%20p.14" �www.rail-reg.gov.uk/upload/pdf/294.pdf p.14� (Numbers include journeys also made on London Underground and other metropolitan area underground systems).


� ibid p.17 (Revenue includes  items such as car parking fees but does not include subsidies from the state). 


� ibid p.18


� Transport Statistics for Great Britain 2005 Edition: section seven – roads and traffic, 20 October 2005, p.127, � HYPERLINK "http://www.dft.gov.uk/" �www.dft.gov.uk� and Northern Ireland Transport Statistics 2005 –2006, 28 September 2006, p.38 � HYPERLINK "http://www.drdni.gov.uk/DRDwww_Homepage/" �http://www.drdni.gov.uk/DRDwww_Homepage/�


� House of Commons-Select Committee on Transport seventh report- � HYPERLINK "http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200405/cmselect/cmtran/218/21810.htm" �http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200405/cmselect/cmtran/218/21810.htm� 24 March 2005


� UK fuel duty rise delayed again, 18 July 2006, � HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/5192424.stm" �http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/5192424.stm�


� Transport Statistics for Great Britain 2005 Edition: section seven – roads and traffic, 20 October 2005, p.132


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/4610877.stm" �http://www.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/4610877.stm�





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.railway-technology.com/projects/midland/" �http://www.railway-technology.com/projects/midland/�





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.thetram.net/about/behind_net.asp" �http://www.thetram.net/about/behind_net.asp�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.netphasetwo.com/" �http://www.netphasetwo.com/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/south_yorkshire/5158512.stm" �http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/south_yorkshire/5158512.stm�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.lrtf.org.uk/news.php" �http://www.lrtf.org.uk/news.php�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.centro.org.uk/metrofuture/Airport/Airport%20Contact.asp" �http://www.centro.org.uk/metrofuture/Airport/Airport%20Contact.asp�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/GenerateContent?CONTENT_ITEM_ID=3100&CONTENT_ITEM_TYPE=0&MENU_ID=1338" �http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/GenerateContent?CONTENT_ITEM_ID=3100&CONTENT_ITEM_TYPE=0&MENU_ID=1338�


� � HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/west_midlands/4933954.stm" �http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/west_midlands/4933954.stm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midland_Metro" �http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midland_Metro�


� � HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/5167948.stm" �http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/5167948.stm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.tramtime.com/pressrelease/tramco2-mar07.pdf" �http://www.tramtime.com/pressrelease/tramco2-mar07.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesvalley-jsu.gov.uk/transpt/tv2010.htm" �http://www.teesvalley-jsu.gov.uk/transpt/tv2010.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesvalley-jsu.gov.uk/index.htm" �http://www.teesvalley-jsu.gov.uk/index.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.teesvalley-jsu.gov.uk/reports/Tees%20Valley%20Metro%20Investment%20Case_131006.pdf" �http://www.teesvalley-jsu.gov.uk/reports/Tees%20Valley%20Metro%20Investment%20Case_131006.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.wymetro.com/NR/rdonlyres/714CE48B-F359-47A0-B2B3-6CCB21C7A42C/0/2020Vision.pdf" �http://www.wymetro.com/NR/rdonlyres/714CE48B-F359-47A0-B2B3-6CCB21C7A42C/0/2020Vision.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.yorkshiretoday.co.uk/ViewArticle2.aspx?SectionID=55&ArticleID=1858651" �http://www.yorkshiretoday.co.uk/ViewArticle2.aspx?SectionID=55&ArticleID=1858651�


� � HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/northern_ireland/6266151.stm" �http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/northern_ireland/6266151.stm�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.drdni.gov.uk/DRDwww_ContactUs/" \l "Regional%20Planning%20and%20Transportation%20Division" �http://www.drdni.gov.uk/DRDwww_ContactUs/#Regional%20Planning%20and%20Transportation%20Division�


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.nexus.org.uk/wps/wcm/connect/Nexus/Nexus/News/News+archive/2007/The+%C2%A3600m+Metro+Re-Invigoration+bid+goes+to+Downing+Street" �http://www.nexus.org.uk/wps/wcm/connect/Nexus/Nexus/News/News+archive/2007/The+%C2%A3600m+Metro+Re-Invigoration+bid+goes+to+Downing+Street�








